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Benevolent Gifts for Uganda 
 
Many of the necessities of life are readily available in Uganda, however the lack of funds 
makes these items difficult to obtain. Generally heavy and bulky items are not good 
candidates for benevolent gifts -- but funds can be carried to Uganda and such items 
purchased there. This saves valuable space in luggage for smaller items that will benefit 
more Ugandans. We hope to take approximately 50 pounds each of Bible study 
materials, clothes, medicine, and other benevolent help. 
 

The following list contains suggestions 
of gift items I can take along. 

 
School & Educational Supplies for children:  pens, colored pencils, 
crayons, construction paper, erasers, small pencil sharpeners, colored markers, scissors 
for cutting paper, coloring books (be sensitive to the picture to be colored, good reading 
materials (children, youth, adults)  
 

Toys:  Small stuffed animals, black dolls, balloons, soccer 
balls (best to take deflated and take a few hand pumps too), 
bubbles, (avoid items associated with violence)  
 

Health and Hygiene (generic brands whenever available) 
Neosporin ointment (Neomy Sulf/Bacitra/Polymyxin  B), band-
aids, aspirin, acetaminophen, toothpaste, toothbrushes, anti-
bacterial soap, hydrogen peroxide  
 

Sewing Items:  buttons, pins, needles, simple patterns, 
sewing scissors, beads, spools of thread, wide elastic  
 

Agricultural Items: Seeds - tomato, pumpkin, corn, 
beans, carrots (note: hybrid seeds do not produce reusable seed – 
avoid them)  
 

Household Items towels, bath clothes, twin bed sheets, pillow cases, light blankets  
 

Theological Books (Good and Reformed) and Study Bibles, 
Concordances or Bible Dictionaries (though books are heavy, they are much 
needed by the leadership of the Ugandan Churches.) 
 

These things need to be in my hands for packing by March 1st, 2003 
 

Thank you for your generous assistance in this mission, 
 

                                                        Barry McWilliams 
                                                                                            (425) 252-2687    . 

                                                                                      1609 Lombard, Everett, Wa., 98201 



Barry McWilliams – Mission to Uganda  
2005 

 
Please send all gifts and support to:  
         Uganda Mission Trip 2005 
         University Presbyterian Church  
                  2010 Wisconsin Ave, 
                  Las Cruces, NM, 88001. 
 
      RESPONSE FORM: 
 
 Name 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Address 
________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone (______) _______-__________ 
 
          Please indicate how you feel God wants you to be involved in my ministry.  

[ _ ] One time gift for Barry's Mission Trip - Amount ________  
[ _ ] Additional gift(s) to support the ACTI team - Amount ______  
[ _ ] Daily prayer for Barry and his ministry 
[ _ ] Provide benevolent gifts for the team to take along 
Send me Prayer Letters by [  ] e-mail  [  ] letter 
My E-mail __________________________________________________ 

More information at : http://www.eldrbarry.net/ug/ugan2005.htm 
 

All Gifts are tax deductible. Checks should be made payable to 
University Presbyterian Church unless otherwise instructed. 

 
Barry McWilliams – e-mail: eldrbarry@eldrbarry.net 
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Here are a number of paragraphs about 100 words each for Church Bulletins – feel free to 
chose from them and put them to use.  – Barry 
 
Africa is full of ironies. Though averaging $200/year (347,000 Ugandan Shillings), they 
don’t think themselves poor. In Kampala, a city of 1.5 million people – many fetch water 
in plastic jugs. Cooking, washing and ironing may be done on the front step, yet 
Ugandans are nicely dressed with good shoes (they walk a lot) and most have cell 
phones! Ugandan pastors may have large flocks, but most have little Bible training and 
lack even a Bible Dictionary. Still Ugandans are articulate – conversations constant - they 
allow people to talk without interjections – making door to door evangelism easy as 
people go about daily tasks. 
 
Children are everywhere in Uganda. HIV/AIDS wiped out a generation, leaving 10 
million of orphans in Sub-Saharan Africa. Many find homes with relatives. There are 
many street children. With malaria and other diseases, many die young. They have a kind 
of “radar” – large numbers gather whenever food or something of interest is happening. 
In their culture, they eat last. They work hard – starting young with household chores. 
They are disciplined, the older in charge of younger, able to sit without fidgeting. Many 
schools are connected to churches, the school day in the afternoon. Children are a key to 
Uganda’s future. 
 
Uganda is a garden of Eden, situated above Lake Victoria, with two rainy seasons and 
two growing seasons a year. It has seven beautiful national parks to attract tourists.  
People grow bananas, pineapples, potatoes and sugar cane to eat or trade in the local 
markets. Cotton, Tea and coffee are grown. Its agriculture unfortunately is largely 
subsistence – though Uganda could help feed its neighbors during droughts. Several 
American churches are helping individual Ugandans – offering small loans to start 
business or help to make their crops exportable. Uganda may be the key to reaching 
neighboring Congo, Tanzania and Rwanda with the gospel. 
 
John Pickett made his first trip to Uganda in the mid 80’s while pastoring at Lake Stevens 
Presbyterian Church. He and several others founded ACTI to facilitate getting people 
there for enabling ministries that assist the church in areas of need, but at the same time 
leaves the Christians of Uganda in control of their own ministry and outreach. John is 
even part owner of a “taxi” company with two taxis (14 passenger vans) in Kampala – 
assuring dependable transportation for teams in Uganda. He has made 15 trips to Uganda 
– one of 6 months. I hope to learn a lot accompanying John on this trip. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ACTI was founded by PCA men and continues to be overseen by a Board of primarily 
PCA people. It continues to have a significant impact in Uganda among Ugandan 
Episcopalians and Pentecostals as well as the Presbyterian Church there by facilitating 
short term, but intensive ministry trips. 162 went to Uganda in 10 teams in 2001: 11 
teams and 110 in 2002. Six new churches were planted in 2001, 5 more in 2002. Efforts 
were made to revitalize seven local churches through local evangelism, and outreach 
extended to five jails.  Conferences for pastors, women, men and youths were held. Two 
medical teams also operated.  
 
It is not uncommon for a Ugandan pastor to educated and fluent in English, yet lack 
theological training. I will be ferrying along a Study Bible, and Bible Dictionary for a 
pastor who lacks even those basic tools. ACTI has helped struggling pastors and churches 
with conferences designed to train in ministry skills we take for granted. I can expect to 
spend six to eight hours per day teaching pastors, elders and deacons, be doing personal 
work at night and then preach in areas churches on the Lord's Day. It is not without its 
dangers either - besides health concerns, rebel activities - one team was robbed twice last 
summer.  
 




