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An Invitation for our Family and Friends to gather around us

Welcome : Phil and Paula . . .

The sacrament of  marriage with the vows “for better or for worse” takes on a personal meaning that has made our marriage uniquely 

our own. The joyful and trying times have deepened our love, rooting us in Jesus’s love. It is through the winters of  hard work we have 

learned over the years together, that has brought the blossoms of  spring time joy, provided by the Lord. The blessings of  Jesus, allow 
those times of  enjoying each others company and the beautiful company of  our dear daughters, Diana, Tiffany and her husband, Bob. We 

love you with all our hearts and look forward to many more wonderful times together, that make our family memories priceless. You are 

the joy, you are the gift God has blessed us with, for all eternity.

The beauty of  God is that He is with us in every moment of  our marriage. He promises He will be with us in joyful and difficult times, and 

His promise includes that if  we let Him into our experiences He will redeem them all into a beautiful union between husband and wife. 40 

years ago we promised before our dear friends and family, in our marriage vows to be true to each other in faith that God would lead us 

through our lives to this celebration. 

We are so thankful and appreciative that you could all be with us today to celebrate our 40th anniversary, and the renewing of  our vows. 

This is such a joyful day, one we will always remember, a highlight of  our lives . . .

Remarks: The Rev. Barry McWilliams . . .

This is a time of  thanksgiving.... Especially for Phil and Paula, but also for those who stood with Phil and Paula at the beginning, who have 

helped them along the way, their children, and those who stand around Phil and Paula now. 

There were many witnesses that day 40 years ago who made significant contributions to Phil and 
Paula's marriage. We are blessed that many have returned today to celebrate the reaching of  this 

milestone and how God's faithfulness has sustained and prospered this marriage. We can all continue to 

learn, including Phil and Paula, why God uses the sacrament of  marriage to show His constant and 

sacrificial love for His church. The most important witness, The Lord, was with Phil and Paula on their 

wedding day, and is here today in this celebration.

Phil and Paula, of  everything that went into your wedding: the dress, tux and shoes, bouquet, 

rings,cake, toasts, the ceremony, and festivities - those brief  words you spoke in your wedding vows 

were the most significant and they became the heart and soul of  your marriage.

Your vows went like this: “I take you to be my (husband or wife). I promise to be true to you in good  
times and in bad, in sickness and in health. I will love you and honor you all the days of  my life, until  
death do us part.”

You can look at those vows more deeply now, after living life together for 40 years. You have known 

sickness and health, richer and poorer, better and worse. . . what it takes to love, honor and comfort 

each other through days that have now turned into 40 years. Today, you can look back through those 

vows and see what an incredible journey your marriage has been. So many joys and some trials. 
Unexpected moves and turns in careers. Raising a family and saying farewell to loved ones. There have 

been times when you have helped each other turn weaknesses into strengths and times the Lord has 

taught you to forgive. From honeymoon, through childbirth and child raising, home and career building, 

graduations and a wedding, and now an empty nest – your vows were tested and your commitment became your strength. Your 

thankfulness and your love for each other has brought you to this celebration of  joy, and your renewing of  these vows.



You have come to know each other vastly more than on your wedding day in 1972. This process is on going as you continue to cherish 

each other as special, unique individuals, respecting the thoughts and ideas of  one another, living each day in love, being there to give 

comfort, and refuge in all times.

Phil and Paula's vows were made before The Lord Jesus and He knows their hearts, strengths, and frailties. With His help, Phil and Paula 

have reached this wonderful day. They want you all to share in their joy and the blessings of  the many years of  their marriage together. It 

is that continued blessing of  the Lord on their vows and marriage from this day forward that they desire. Hence, they would like to 

reaffirm these vows in your presence today.

Ceremony:

We gather here today to celebrate your marriage of forty  years. We rejoice in your continuing love for each other as you renew 
your vows. We thank God for the passion and joy which you have known and the strength with which you have been blessed. 
Today you are declaring again publicly before God, family and friends your special love and reaffirming your lasting 
commitment as partners in love and life.

You declare that with God's help you will continue to love and be faithful to one another. You again commit yourselves to a love 
for one another that involves the total giving of yourselves in a joyful marriage.

You pledge to accept each other totally, creating a safe and loving space for each other to grow as individuals, faithful partners. 
and to continue to grow in faith. You make this covenant today before God, the creator of the life that you share, and the giver 
of that special love that you have for each other.

May that special love you now share continue to grow and blossom in years to come and be sustained by God, family and 
friends and the commitment you make again this day.

 The Affirmation: made to each other . . . 

“Forty years ago, I pledged my love and  commitment to you. 
I promised to love you, honor you, comfort and keep you. 
I pledged to be by your side in sickness and in health, in times of  
want, and times of plenty, for better or worse, for the rest of our  
lives. We have had all of those things, and you have been by my 
side as we created a family, a home, and a life together. Today, 
at the beginning of our 41st year as husband and wife, in the  
presence of God, and our family and friends, I renew my vows to  
you, pledging my eternal love for you, and eagerly awaiting what 
life may bring us.”

A Kiss to seal the Pledge.

 Benediction: Barry McWilliams

   Nourished by understanding, Warmed by friends

      Fed by love, Matured by wisdom
       Tempered by tears, Made holy by caring and sharing 
           May God continue to bless, preserve, and keep you; 
               Look on you with His favor,  
                  and fill you with His grace and peace!

                  And may Almighty God bless us all,  
         The Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  Amen


