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Development : Redeeming the Steward 
 

What is Development?  
Secular vs Christian approaches: Growth Centered, People Centered, or Kingdom Centered? 

 
“Responsible well being for all in the whole range of human experience  
                 – social, mental, material and spiritual” 

“Development should aim at a blessed life, a life at peace with itself, others,  
                 the environment and with God” 

“Restore men in all their relationships.” 

“Moving towards God’s Intentions in all areas of life” 

“Restoring people to their identity and enabling them to realize their roles  
                 as stewards of creation and as servants of others” 

 
A Vision for “Christian” Development needs five key attributes: 

• A belief in the necessity for a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
• The contention that Christian Development must have its foundation in a Biblical worldview. 
• Should include the Church (both global and local). 
• Should work for the holistic development of people and communities – moving beyond basic 

human needs to deal with economic, psychological, and political elements in addition to 
spiritual concerns. 

• Reflects an understanding of the multi-dimensional nature of deprivation. 
 

What is “Holistic” thinking? 
A Biblical Model: The Luke 2:52 Development Plan – a personal starting place 
 
 

A Strategy for getting involved: 
1. Work on your personal stewardship – the Luke 2:52 Plan 

2. Pray for the poor (and the non-poor) – Increase your awareness of needs. 

3. Get further training. (See below) Find a mentor. Do volunteer work. 

4. Support a relief organization with regular prayer and contributions 

5. Get involved in a “developing ministry” of your local congregation, or in your 
local area.  

6. Become an “advocate” of development ministry. 

7. Participate in a Short Term Mission/ Vision Trip or help send someone else. 

 

What is the 
nature of the 

“better future” 
 to which   

 the community 
and we aspire? 



 
 

What is Christian Microenterprise Development (CMED)? –  
Beginning in the 1990’s, MED has become an increasingly popular approach to development 
practitioners. By creating small financial institutions (MFI) that extend loans, savings and credit to the 
poor to enable them to start up and operate productive economic activities, aimed particularly at the 
bottom 50% of those below a nation’s poverty line, with a particular focus on those who are 
marginalized. (Such as women, often only $250 will enable someone to establish themselves in an 
ongoing economic activity.) Monies repaid on loans are then recycled in the program. Savings 
programs enable the poor to deal with life events, illnesses and disasters to which they are particularly 
vunerable.  
 
While in excess of 1200 Christian organizations (about 2/3 of those involved in relief and missions 
worldwide) are currently implementing at least some MED in the 2/3 World (low income and 
developing nations – about 2/3 of the world’s population) mainly in the 10/40 Window (where 95% of 
the world’s least evangelized poor are found); MED is also a major secular strategy being used to 
reach millions. MED is also being implemented among the poor in the US. Christian organizations 
often tie their MED activity into a witness to a holistic Gospel aimed at transformation development; 
often working through and seeking to strengthen the local church. MED is also being used as a 
strategy to get Christians into countries closed to open missionary work. Sometimes Christian 
organizations work in partnership with others, both secular and religious, in implementing MED 
which may create some tensions. There are dangers that CMED MFI’s may become focused on 
merely meeting economic needs, or drift away from their vision for evangelism and holistic 
transformation; or they may neglect to strengthen or harm local churches. A key concern for any 
development ministry is sustainability. 
 

(for more on CMED see http://www.eldrbarry.net/ug/stewbibl.htm#med) 

 
“Development” Training and Ministries: 
 

• Chalmer’s Center for Economic Development, Covenant College offers a variety of 
teaching and training opportunities and has several projects underway. http://www.chalmers.org/ 

 
• The Samaritan Strategy  http://www.samaritan.fhi.net   is a joint project of  

 
o Food for the Hungry http://www.fh.org/ and  
 
o The Harvest Foundation http://www.harvestfoundation.org/  

 
Other Major Christian Relief Organizations:  
 

o World Vision http://www.wvi.org/home.shtml 
 

o World Concern http://www.worldconcern.org/  
    (a part of locally based Crista Ministries http://www.crista.org/ ) 
 

o Alliance of Evangelical Relief and Development Organizations http://www.aerdo.org/ 
has 48 Members. 

 
 


