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Serving the Community 
God makes each of us unique individuals with particular gifts intended to be used in purposeful 

relationships with others, for the building of His kingdom and the doing of His will. 
 
Balancing of the “one” and the “many”:  
 

Three Models: their foundations and extremes 
Unity and Diversity : The Biblical foundations: the Trinity  - Marriage   
The “Uniqueness” of individuals 

“We are all unique. No two people are exactly alike. We have all been equipped with different gifts physically, emotionally, 
intellectually, and temperamentally. Our talents, abilities, interests, and (for the Christian) spiritual gifts are as diverse as 
our individual genetic codes. Widening the differences, people are born into different cultures, histories and economic 
conditions. People of similar circumstances receive radically different callings, all have divergent roles, motives, and 
outcomes.” 
 
Defining “Community” . . .  

The family 
  . . . social, political, economic, cultural and religious “communities” 

. . . . and the “others”. (multi-)cultures and nations. 
 
Balancing Form and Freedom : Responsibility – the matters of Liberty and Justice 
“Our focus shifts from rights to responsibilities. People have a personal responsibility not only for self and the family but 
also for their larger community. . . No matter who we are, we can have an impact.. . .People must take individual 
responsibility for their lives and be actively engaged and personally responsible for their communities and civic life. People 
must value both freedom and justice before they can create free and just societies. Only then can they begin to fulfill their 
role in God’s story as stewards in His house.” Darrow Miller 
 
Regarding Spiritual gifts: “One Anothers”: the “One yet Many” in the Church  
 
Recommended Reading: 

• Discipling Nations: The Power of Truth to Transfrom Cultures, by Darrow l. Miller, 
Chapter 10 “One, Yet Many: The Nature of Community” 

• Walking with the Poor: Principle and Practices of Transformational Development, by 
Bryant Myers 

• The Micah Mandate: Balancing the Christian Life, by George Grant 
• True Spirituality and The Church at the End of the 20th Century by Francis A. Schaeffer 

 
Workshop Book on identifying your particular Spiritual Gifts 

• Discover Your Gifts, by Alvin J. Vander Griend                . 
       http://shop2.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/FaithAlive.storefront/EN/product/216550 
 

Three Books on finding your God-given “design” (i.e. “motivated thrusts and abilities”): 
• The Truth about You, by Arthur F. Miller and Ralph Mattson  
• Finding a Job You can Love, By Ralph Mattson and Arthur Miller  
• Why You Can't Be Anything You Want to Be by Arthur F. Miller and William Hendricks   

http://www.eldrbarry.net/stew101.pdf


COMMUNITY:  
Balancing the One and the Many 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Diagrams from Discipling 
Nations By Darrow L. Miller 
pp. 202, 203, 208 
 
 



Before time, there was plurality of 
persons in the Godhead. God was not 
alone. He was not some solitary figure, 
unable to communicate, for whom love 
was a meaningless idea. The Trinity was 
a community, a fellowship. Man, created 
in His image was intended to be in many 
relationships – with God, with others, 
with creation. 

 
For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not 
use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 

through love serve one another. Gal 5:13 
 

BALANCING THE ONE AND THE MANY 
Unity and Diversity   Form and Freedom 

 
      He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does 
        the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love  
      kindness,  and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8 
 

 
Diagrams from Discipling Nations, Miller, pp.210, 212 
And Walking with the Poor, Myers, pp.48, 74 



The "One-Anothers" 
 
Romans 12:10-13 
Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor;  not lagging behind in 
diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;  rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,  
contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.  
 
Romans 12:16-18 
Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be 
wise in your own estimation.  Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men.  If 
possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.  
 
Romans 13:8 
Owe nothing to anyone except to love one another; for he who loves his neighbor has fulfilled the law.  
 
Romans 14:13 
Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this--not to put an obstacle or a 
stumbling block in a brother's way.  
 
Romans 14:19 
So then we pursue the things which make for peace and the building up of one another.  
 
Romans 15:5:6 
Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 
another according to Christ Jesus, so that with one accord you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Romans 15:7 
Therefore, accept one another, just as Christ also accepted us to the glory of God.  
 
Romans 15:14 
And concerning you, my brethren, I myself also am convinced that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled 
with all knowledge and able also to admonish one another.  
 
Romans 16:16 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you.  
 
I Corinthians 12:24b-26 
But God has {so} composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that {member} which lacked,  so that there 
may be no division in the body, but {that} the members may have the same care for one another.  And if one 
member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if {one} member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.  
 
I Corinthians 16:20 
All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss.  
 
II Corinthians 13:11-14 
Finally, brethren, rejoice, be made complete, be comforted, be like-minded, live in peace; and the God of love and 
peace will be with you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.  The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  
 
Galatians 5:13-14 
For you were called to freedom, brethren; only {do} not {turn} your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, 
but through love serve one another.  For the whole Law is fulfilled in one word, in the {statement,} "YOU SHALL 
LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF."  
 
Galatians 5:15-16 
But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.  But I say, walk 
by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.  
 
Galatians 5:26-27 
If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.  Let us not become boastful, challenging one another, 
envying one another.  



Galatians 6:1-3 
Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; 
{each one} looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted.  Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill 
the law of Christ.   For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  
 
Ephesians 4:2 
with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in love,  being diligent to 
preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  {There is} one body and one Spirit, just as also you were called 
in one hope of your calling;  one Lord, one faith, one baptism,  one God and Father of all who is over all and through 
all and in all.  But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.  
 
Ephesians 4:25 
Therefore, laying  aside falsehood, SPEAK TRUTH EACH ONE {of you} WITH HIS NEIGHBOR, for we are 
members of one another.  
 
Ephesians 4:31-32 
Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice.  Be kind 
to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other,  just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.  
 
Ephesians 5:18-20 
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,  speaking to one another in 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord;  always giving 
thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father 
 
Ephesians 5:21-25 
and be subject to one another in the fear of Christ.  Wives, {be subject} to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  
For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself {being} the Savior of the 
body.  But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives {ought to be} to their husbands in everything.  
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her 
 
Philippians 2:2-4 
…make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one 
purpose.  Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as 
more important than yourselves;  do not {merely} look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests 
of others.  
 
Colossians 3:8-10 
But now you also, put them all aside: anger, wrath, malice, slander, {and} abusive speech from your mouth.  Do not 
lie to one another, since you laid  aside the old self with its {evil} practices,  and have put on the new self who 
is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him--  
 
Colossians 3:12-14 
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness and patience;  bearing with one another, and forgiving  each other, whoever has a complaint 
against anyone; just  as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.  Beyond all these things {put on} love, which 
is the perfect bond of unity.  
 
Colossians 3:16-17 
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching  and admonishing one another with 
psalms {and} hymns {and} spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do 
in word or deed, {do} all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.  
 
I Thessalonians 3:11-13 
Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;  and may the Lord cause you to 
increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also {do} for you;  so that He may 
establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all 
His saints.  
 
I Thessalonians 4:9 
Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for {anyone} to write to you, for you yourselves are 
taught by God to love one another 
 
 
 



I Thessalonians 4:17-18 
Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we shall always be with the Lord.  Therefore comfort one another with these words.  
 
I Thessalonians 5:11 
Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, just as you also are doing.  
 
I Thessalonians 5:12-14 
But we request of you, brethren, that you appreciate those who diligently labor among you, and have charge over you 
in the Lord and give you instruction,  and that you esteem them very highly in love because of their work. Live in 
peace with one another.  We urge you, brethren, admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, 
be patient with everyone.  
 
I Thessalonians 5:15 
See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another 
and for all people.  
 
II Thessalonians 1:3-4 
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is {only} fitting, because your faith is greatly 
enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows {ever} greater;  therefore, we ourselves 
speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions 
and afflictions which you endure.  
 
Hebrews 3:12-14 
Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.  
But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is {still} called "Today," so that none of you will be 
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our 
assurance firm until the end 
 
Hebrews 10:23-27 
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful;  and let us consider 
how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging {one another;} and all the more as you see the day drawing near.  For if we go on sinning 
willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,  but a terrifying 
expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.  
 
James 4:11-12 
Do  not speak against one another, brethren.   He who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks 
against the  law and judges the law; but if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge {of it.}  
There is {only} one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; but who are you who judge your 
neighbor?  
 
James 5:9 
You too be patient; strengthen your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  Do not complain, brethren, against 
one another, so that you yourselves may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing right at the door.  As 
an example, brethren, of suffering and patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.  We count 
those blessed who endured.  
 
James 5:16 
Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another so that you may be healed. The 
effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much. 
 
I Peter 1:22-23 
Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love 
one another from the heart,  for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, {that 
is,} through the living and enduring word of God.  
 
I Peter 4:8 
Above all, keep fervent in your love for one another, because love covers a multitude of sins.   
 
I Peter 4:9 
Be hospitable to one another without complaint.  
 
 



I Peter 4:10 
As each one has received a {special} gift, employ it in serving one another as good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God.  
 
I Peter 5:5-7 
You younger men, likewise, be subject to {your} elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one 
another, for GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.  Therefore humble 
yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety on Him, 
because He cares for you.  
 
I John 1:6-7 
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and {yet} walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; but if 
we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.  
 
I John 3:11 
For this is the message which you have heard from the beginning, that we should love one another 
 
I John 3:23-24 
This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as 
He commanded us.  The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He 
abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.  
 
I John 4:7 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows 
God.  The one who does not love does not know God, for God is love.  
 
I John 4:10-11 
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son {to be} the propitiation for our sins.  
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.  
 
I John 4:12 
No one has seen God at any time; if we love one another, God abides in us, and His love is perfected in us.  
By this we know that we abide in Him and He in us, because He has given us of His Spirit.  
 
II John 1:5-6 
Now I ask you, lady, not as though {I were} writing to you a new commandment, but the one which we have 
had from the beginning, that we love one another.  And this is love, that we walk according to His 
commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.  
 



Spiritual Gifts in the Body of Christ 
 
The Basic passages on Spiritual Gifts are: 1 Peter 4:10-11; Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 
12:4-11; 1 Corinthians 12:27-31; Ephesians 4:7-8, 11-13. Following are seven basic concepts on 
spiritual gifts together with Scripture portions where they are taught in the New Testament. Read each 
basic concept carefully and thoughtfully. Read the Scripture portions with each concept. Underline key 
words which confirm the concept.  
 
Concept 1. Christ gives spiritual gifts to believers through the Holy Spirit. 
.Ephesians 4:8, 11 ". ..he (Christ) gave gifts to men.. ..It was he who gave some to be. ..."  
1 Corinthians 12:8-9 "To one there is given through the Spirit. .. to another. ..by means of the same Spirit. 
..," etc.  
1 Corinthians 12:11 "All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each man, 
just as he determines."  
 
Concept 2. Spiritual gifts are given to each believer without exception.  
1 Corinthians 12:7 "To each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given."  
1 Peter 4:10 .'Each one should use whatever gift. ..."  
 
Concept 3. Spiritual gifts are glfts of God's grace.  
.Ephesians 4:7 "To each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it."  
.Romans 12:6 "We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.'.  
1 Peter 4:10b " ...faithfully administering God's grace in Its various forms."  
 
Concept 4. The Spirit gives many different gifts, providing for rich diversity of 
ministry in the church.  
1 Corinthians 12:8-10 "To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the 
message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by that one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another. ..to another. ..to another. ..to 
another. ..." .1 Corinthians 12:28 "And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help 
others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of tongues."  
.Romans 12:6 "We have different gifts, according to. ..."  
 
Concept 5. Spiritual gifts are meant to be employed for the benefit of others.  
1 Corinthians 12:7b Gifts are given "for the common good."  
1 Corinthians 12:25 God has so composed the body "that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other."  
Romans 12:6 "A man's gift is. .., let him use it."  
Ephesians 4:11-12 Christ gave gifts "to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of 
Christ may be built up."  
1 Peter 4:10 "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully. ..."  
 
Concept 6. The gifted members of the church are parts of the body of Christ and 
therefore individually members of one another.  
1 Corinthians 12:13 "For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body."  
1 Corinthians 12:14 "Now the body is not made up of one part but of many."  
1 Corinthians 12:27 "Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it."  
Romans 12:5 "So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others."  
 
Concept 7. Gifts must always be used in love. Without love they are useless.  
1 Corinthians 13:1-3 "If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a 
resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give all I 
possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing."  
 

From Discover Your Gifts, by Alvin J. Vander Griend                . 
http://shop2.gospelcom.net/cgi-bin/FaithAlive.storefront/EN/product/216550 



 
 
The Spiritual Gifts   
 
Creative Ability: the ability to forward God's kingdom through creative skills such as 
music, drama, graphic arts, writing, painting, sculpting (Ex. 35:31).  
 
Discernment: the ability to distinguish between truth and error, to know when a person 
or act is of God (1 Cor. 12:10).  
 
Encouragement: the ability to motivate people through encouraging words to live 
practical Christian lives (Rom. 12:8).  
 
Evangelism: the ability to present the gospel to unbelievers in such a clear and 
meaningful way that it calls for response (Eph. 4:11).  
 
Faith: the ability to envision what God wants to happen and to be certain that he will do 
it in response to prayer, even when there is no concrete evidence (1 Cor. 12:9).  
 
Giving: the ability to support the Lord's work materially with generous, timely, and 
cheerful contributions (Rom. 12:8).  
 
Hospitality: the ability to welcome and graciously serve guests or strangers (Rom. 
12:13).  
 
Intercession: the ability to pray faithfully for others and to identify specific answers to 
those prayers (Col. 1 :9-10).  
 
Leadership: the ability to lead a group with caring concern and foresight (Rom. 12:8).   
 
Mercy: the ability to empathize with those who are hurting and to translate that into 
cheerful acts of service (Rom. 12:8).  
 
Prophecy: the ability to proclaim and apply God's truth so that believers may be edified, 
encouraged, and consoled, and non- believers convinced (1 Cor. 12:10, 28).  
 
Service: \he ability to help others in their lives and ministries by aiding them in practical 
ways (Rom. 12:7).  
 
Shepherding: the ability to oversee the spiritual lives of others and care for their 
spiritual needs by teaching and guiding them toward maturity (Eph. 4:11).  
 
Teaching: the ability to impart truth to others for the purpose of up building (1 Cor. 
12:28; Rom. 12:7; Eph. 4:11  
 

Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them . . . Let love be genuine. Abhor what is 
evil; hold fast to what is good. Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. Do 
not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 

prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek to show hospitality. Roman 12:6, 9-13 




