Styles of Learning:
Type One: Imaginative Learners
Imaginative learners perceive information concretely and process it reflectively. They integrate experience with the self. Listening
and sharing ideas to learn, they are imaginative thinkers who believe in their own experiences. They work for harmony and need
to be personally involved. They seek commitment and are interested in people and culture. Sometimes, because they see all
sides, they have difficulty making decisions. They seek meaning and clarity. They find school too fragmented and disconnected
from the personal issues they find most interesting. They struggle to connect the content of schooling with their need to grow
and understand their world. They ask the question “why?”

Type Two: Analytic Learners
Analytic learners perceive information abstractly and process it reflectively. They devise theories by integrating their observations
into what they know. They learn by thinking through ideas. They need to know what the experts think. They value sequential
thinking. They need details, and are thorough and industrious. They enjoy traditional classrooms and find ideas fascinating.
Sometimes they enjoy ideas more than people – they can be cool and aloof. Seeking intellectual competence and personal
effectiveness, they are highly skilled verbally; and generally, avid readers. They find school well suited to their needs. They ask
the question “what?”

Type Three: Common Sense Learners
Common sense learners perceive information abstractly and process it actively. They integrate theory and practice, learning by
testing theories and applying common sense. Type threes are pragmatists: they believe if something works, then use it. They are
skills orientated people who like to experiment and tinker with things because they need to know how things work. They edit
reality to cut right to the heart of things. Because they feel a strong need to work on real problems, they find school frustrating.
They want to see how what they are learning is of immediate use to them. They ask the question “how?”

Type Four: Dynamic Learners
Dynamic learners perceive information concretely and process it actively. They integrate experience and application, learning by
trial and error. Enthusiastic about new things, they are adaptable people who relish change. They excel when flexibility is needed.
Type fours often reach accurate conclusions in the absence of logical justification. They are risk takers who are at ease with
people, and sometimes they are seen as manipulative and pushy. They seek to influence. For them school is often tedious and
overly sequential. Because they seek to pursue their interests in diverse ways, they too are frustrated with the structure of our
schools. They ask the question “what if?”

For Type One Students:
•
•
•

Personal life and content must be connected
Vision is critical
They favor learning activities like journals and pictures

For Type Two Students:
•
•
•

The content must be significant
Understanding is at a conceptional level
They favor traditional school forms – lectures, curriculums, etc.

For Type Three Students:
•
•
•

Ideas are not owned just by reading about them, they must be acted upon
Actions inform thoughts
They favor learning activities like personal or group projects

For Type Four Students:
•
•
•

Uniqueness must be maximized
Learning must be applied in new ways
They favor independent study projects
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The Seven Learning Styles

by Stacy Mantle

How many ways are there to learn about a subject? According to Howard Gardner's Theory of Multiple Intelligences,
there are seven specific types of learning styles. This means that in order to maximize learning advantages, you must
define the type of learner that you have, and cater the lesson to that particular learning style. For example, if your
child is primarily a linguistic learner, you could incorporate several novels into your curriculum. You could encourage
short stories to explain scientific developments, or allow the student to rewrite a difficult math problem into a story
problem. If he/she is primarily logical, you will want to emphasize charts, tables, and diagrams. Venn diagrams work
well with a logical learner.
Read each description below to determine which style best describes your student. Remember that it is possible to
have more than one style of learning, particularly in the intrapersonal and interpersonal categories (numbers six and
seven), which have traditionally been interpreted as personality types.

1.

Linguistic: Plays with Words

2.

Logical: Plays with Questions

3.

Spatial: Plays with Pictures

4.

Musical: Plays with Sounds

This type of learner loves to read, write, and tell stories. They tend to memorize places, dates, names, and trivia very
easily, and are always mesmerizing you with their incredible tales. They have a remarkable ability to repeat back
everything you have ever told them, word for word. Encourage their creativity, and do your best to distinguish between
the truth and exaggeration (it is all well intended). These students learn best by saying, hearing, and seeing words.
Ask them to write down a word or a phrase, and it is forever locked into their memory. Encourage them to participate
in spelling bees and creative writing courses. You could have another Shakespeare on your hands!
This child is very mathematically inclined. They enjoy solving problems, particularly if they are math related. They are
similar to Dr. Spock, on Star Trek, in that they are very logical, straight-forward types of learners. They will plague you
with questions on how things work, how things relate to one another, and why things are here. Their favorite toys as
young children were likely building blocks, and pattern puzzles. Answer their ongoing questions with as much patience
as you can muster, and know that one day they may likely become an engineer. This type of student learns best by
categorizing, classifying, and working with abstract patterns or relationships. Ask them to make a chart or to show
relationships between different items. For example, "What kind of effect does the El Nino have on the stock market?".
They will not only come up with an answer, but they will be able to explain the process and developmental stages of
the relationship.
These are the visualizers. They spend most of the day dreaming, watching movies, and staying as far away from reality
as possible. If they seem particularly "down", asking them to draw a picture will get you much further into the nature of
the problem, than asking them to tell you about it. Allow them to develop their senses and their natural artistic
abilities. They are very good at working with colors and pictures, and using the "mind's eye". Allow them to play a
couple of educational computer games, such as Civilization or the Oregon Trail, or to daydream under a tree. They
could be hard at work thinking about a particular problem, but have yet to put it on paper. These types of learners are
very artistic, although they often have problems expressing it. Encourage any type of creative endeavor. They may
become the next developer of an international theme park.
If your child is always walking around the house humming a tune, or always needs music to study by, then he/she is
likely a musical learner. This type of learner is best at noticing details, pitches, and rhythms that escape the normal
listener. They are excellent at keeping tune, and are adept at turning the abstract into concrete objects. They learn

best through rhythm, melody, and music. For memorization techniques, ask them to write a song about the lesson
(rap works well as a narrative), or teach them a song. Encourage their natural love of music, and try to incorporate
music into as many lessons as possible.

5.

Bodily: Plays with Moving

6.

Interpersonal: Plays with Socializing

7.

Intrapersonal: Plays Alone

This type of learner is always on the move. They constantly walk around, they have to touch everything, and they use
body language to convey their feelings. They would rather play sports or do a craft than sit down and read a book.
They need active education! Keep them moving. Play word games in the pool, have spelling lessons during tennis.
Take them camping to learn about geography and nature. These are the learners who can do more than one thing at a
time. Generally recognized as ADHD (Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder), many are misdiagnosed. Allow them to
use all of that extra energy to learn. Remember to incorporate sense development and interaction with space during
their lessons. Attempt to keep the duration of each lesson down to a minimum (10-20 minutes depending on age),
and change subjects frequently. Interdisciplinary lessons are very successful with these types of learners.
These are the "social butterflies". They adapt easily to any type of social situation, have many friends and are
excellent leaders. They are patient, understanding, and very empathetic, which makes them a favorite among their
playmates. They generally make good leaders because of their ability to mediate conflict, and are often referred to as
"the Peacemaker" of the family. Encourage their love of people, and allow them to be with many different types of
people. They will likely bring home a number of different types of friends. Although this can be difficult at times, it is
important to support and accept all of them. This type of learner will do best in a group situation as they compare,
share, relate, and interview other people. If no group is available, don't be surprised to see them create one in their
animals or toys!
These strong willed people work best alone. They pursue their one interests and have a deep understanding of
themselves. They pride themselves on being independent and original, and they tend to stand out from the crowd
without even trying. They are the "strong, silent type". They do best in self paced instruction, individualized projects,
and working alone. Allow them to be by themselves, but continue to encourage their socialization skills. Create a
number of situations for them to socialize, yet allow them to maintain their own space. These children work best alone,
and often need to be encouraged to socialize.
In conclusion, we all have elements of each learning style. But the truth is that one or two types stand out in each of
us. Determine which style of learners your children are, and figure out ways to incorporate that learning style into your
teaching. Continue to encourage the students to figure out alternative styles, and teach them how to bring each type
into their life. Obviously with a group of children, you should incorporate a combination of styles into your teaching.
http://www.lessontutor.com/sm1.html
http://www.richmond.edu/~terry/Middlebury/learnstyles.htm
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