
Nehemiah 1:1-11 (ESV) 

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the capital, 
2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them 
concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 

And they said to me, "The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in 
great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed 
by fire."

 4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I 
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 

5 And I said, 
"O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 
6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now 
pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of 
the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have 
sinned. 
7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the 
statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 
8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 
9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your dispersed 
be under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I 
have chosen, to make my name dwell there.' 
10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power 
and by your strong hand. 
11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your 
servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man." 

Now I was cupbearer to the king. 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 1:1-11

1. How many insights can you get into Nehemiah and his character from this
chapter?

2. What are the dimensions of the situation that has come to his attention? And
how has it affected him? 

3. What has gone into this prayer he makes?

Background notes:Background notes:Background notes:Background notes: Vs. 1 Susa, the Capital of  Persia was

located in Iran, about 160 miles East of  the Tigris River. As

Cup bearer, Nehemiah had a trusted and influential access

to the King and probably filled other offices as well.  

Vs.2 The Exile came about as the Babylonian King,

Nebuchadnezzar, overwhelmed the little Kingdom of  Judah

and in a series of  deportations between 597 and 586 B.C.

carried off  its treasure, its leading citizens and crafts-

people, finally destroying Solomon's Temple and the city of

Jerusalem. There was much destruction of  surrounding

cities as well, many fled to Egypt and elsewhere, and only

the “poor of the land” were left. (II Kings 23). For seventy

years, through a series of  Babylonian monarchs, they

remained scattered, some given the tasks of rebuilding

cities in Mesopotamia. Life was not harsh, there was some

continuity of  elders and prophets and priests, there was

fertile land to farm. Some would rose to prominence like

Daniel. With the fall of  the Neo-Babylonian empire to Cyrus

II the Great of  Persia in 538 B.C. came the opportunity for

a remnant to return. (2 Chronicles 36:22-23).

The first return permitted by Royal Edict was led by

Sheshbazzar. 42,360 people and 7,337 servants made

the journey back. (Ezra  2:64) Work was begun on

rebuilding the Temple by Jeshua and Zerubbabel, but it

would take 23 years, in the face of  significant opposition

(Ezra 4:4-5ff), with the encouragement of  Haggai and

Zechariah to complete that task. (Ezra 6:14). 

Between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7 is a gap of  about 60 years, of

which we know little of  Jewish life.  Meanwhile Persian

monarchs fought wars in Eygpt and the Greek city states.

Esther became Xerxes' queen and providentially delivered

many thousands of  Jews who had remained in Persian

provinces from Haman's genocidal plot. 

Then Ezra, a scholar and priest, led a second return of

about 1,500 men that was authorized by Artaxerxes I in

458 B.C. (Ezra 7-8). He came to Jerusalem with the

intention to teach and restore worship and Mosaic law. He

arrived to find Jerusalem still remained mostly in ruins and

Mosaic law neglected, while comfortable homes had been

established, and there was much interaction and

intermarriage with surrounding pagan peoples. (Ezra 9:1-

3). 

Nehemiah enters the story in 444 B.C. now 14 years later.

What we have is material from his personal Journal, which

was originally included in the book of  Ezra.



Nehemiah 2:1-20 (ESV) 

1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up 
the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 

2 And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of 
the heart." Then I was very much afraid. 
3 I said to the king, "Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 
4 Then the king said to me, "What are you requesting?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
5 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that 
you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it." 
6 And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), "How long will you be gone, and when will 
you return?" So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time. 
7 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province 
Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah,  8 and a letter to Asaph, the 
keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the 
temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy." 

And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. 9 Then I came to the 
governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent 
with me officers of the army and horsemen. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah, the 
Ammonite servant, heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of 
the people of Israel. 11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 

12 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my 
heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 13 I went out by 
night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of 
Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to the 
Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the animal that was under me to pass. 
15 Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned back and entered by the 
Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, 
and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the 
work. 

17 Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. 
Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision." 
18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that 
the king had spoken to me. And they said, "Let us rise up and build." So they strengthened their hands 
for the good work. 

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, 
they jeered at us and despised us and said, "What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling 
against the king?" 
20 Then I replied to them, "The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and 
build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem." 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 2:1-9
(Questions for later personal reflection)

4. What risks did Nehemiah take in making his requests from the King? How did 
he know when to summon the courage to make them?

5. What were his intentions, given these specific requests? What didn't he ask? 
Are there connections between his prayer in Chapter 1 and his requests of 
Artaxerxes in Chapter 2? 

Note: The month of  Nisan is four months after the month of  

Kislev (1:1) A sad face is a serious a liability in the 

presence of  the Persian King. Given that in Hebrew 

narrative little details are important, there is likely some 

significance in the mention in vs 6 of  Artaxerxes' queen, 

Damaspia being present. It would have been an intimate 

private occasion as Nehemiah, the cupbearer, was serving 

the wine. 

(Nehemiah 2:3, 5) Nehemiah refers to “the city where my 

fathers are buried.”  Compare the parenthesis in  Ezra 4:7-

23 where  we were told that previously in the days of  King 

Artaxerxes letters regarding Jerusalem, “a rebellious and 
wicked city”  were sent by Rehum, Governor of  the Trans-

Euphrates Satrapy  resulting in the stopping by force of  any 

repair work underway  “until I so order.”  

Ezra mentioned his shame in asking the King for protection 

on his journey  (Ezra 8:21-23); but Nehemiah doesn't see 

any problem in accepting what was offered to him. 

Nehemiah 1 & 2 is a model of  balancing the total 

sovereignty of  God with prayer as its proper response, and 

human responsibility with its counter part in wise and 

thoughtful activity.  

 Read Nehemiah 2:10-20
(Questions for later personal reflection)

6. What challenges was Nehemiah facing when he arrived at Jerusalem?
7. Why was he so secretive in surveying the needs of the city? How did he 

approach the city leaders?

Vs 11 – Apparently Nehemiah's journey to Jerusalem was 

uneventful - summarized in just four words – through his 

small party took several months as Susa is much farther 

East than Babylon.  His arrival and initial activity were 

equally low key, though there are valuable lessons in his 

approaches to the problem. Compare Ezra's journey 12 

years earlier which took four months. Ezra came with 1,500 

people and a lot of  treasure. Arriving with fanfare Ezra's 

contact with the leaders quickly took a discouraging turn. 

Ezra 8:32-9:3. 

Given the ruin of  Jerusalem, the government of  the 

province of  Yehud had been relocated in Mizpah in the days 

of  Jeremiah. The Assyrians had deported most the people 

of  the Northern Kingdom of  Israel, bringing in pagan 

peoples to replace them -- inter-marriage with the 

remaining Israelites had resulting in the Samaritans. Offers 

to help rebuilding the temple had been refused by 

Zerubbabel in Ezra 4:2-3, resulting in a long history of  

troubles. (Cf  Neh 2:20). Sanballat the Horonite was an 

official in Samaria. Several generations bearing that name 

appear –  papyri written by the Jews at Elephantine in Eygpt 

mention him and his sons regarding their temple there, and 

Josephus thought he had something to do with the 

Samaritan temple built on Mt Gerazin. Tobiah, an 

Ammonite, and Geshem  the Arabian are other enemies of  

Judah who will figure prominently in following chapters.  



Nehemiah 3:1-32 (ESV) 

And I told them of  the hand of  my God that had been upon me for good, and also of  the words that the king had spoken to me. 

And they said, "Let us rise up and build." So they strengthened their hands for the good work.  Nehemiah 2:18 (ESV) 

1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the 
priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and 

set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of  theTower of  theTower of  theTower of  the    

HundredHundredHundredHundred, as far as the Tower of  HananelTower of  HananelTower of  HananelTower of  Hananel. 2 And next to him the 
men of  Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the son of  Imri 

built. 3 The sons of  Hassenaah built the Fish GateFish GateFish GateFish Gate. They laid its 

beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 
4 And next to them Meremoth the son of  Uriah, son of  Hakkoz 
repaired. And next to them Meshullam the son of  Berechiah, son 

of  Meshezabel repaired. And next to them Zadok the son of  
Baana repaired. 
5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would 

not stoop to serve their Lord. 6 Joiada the son of  Paseah and 
Meshullam the son of  Besodeiah repaired the Gate of  YeshanahGate of  YeshanahGate of  YeshanahGate of  Yeshanah. 

They laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7 

And next to them repaired Melatiah the 
Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, 
the men of  Gibeon and of  Mizpah, the  
seat of  the governor of  the province  

Beyond the River. 8 Next to them Uzziel 
the son of  Harhaiah, goldsmiths, 

repaired. Next to him Hananiah, one of  
the perfumers, repaired, and they 

restored Jerusalem as far as the BroadBroadBroadBroad    
WallWallWallWall. 
9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, 

ruler of  half  the district of  Jerusalem, 

repaired. 10 Next to them Jedaiah the 
son of  Harumaph repaired opposite his  
house. And next to him Hattush the son 

of  Hashabneiah repaired. 11 Malchijah 
the son of  Harim and Hasshub the son 

of  Pahath-moab repaired another section and the Tower of  theTower of  theTower of  theTower of  the    

OvensOvensOvensOvens. 12 Next to him Shallum the son of  Hallohesh, ruler of  

half  the district of  Jerusalem, repaired, he and his daughters. 13 

Hanun and the inhabitants of  Zanoah repaired the Valley GateValley GateValley GateValley Gate. 

They rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and 
repaired a thousand cubits of  the wall, as far as the Dung GateDung GateDung GateDung Gate. 
14 Malchijah the son of  Rechab, ruler of  the district of  Beth-
haccherem, repaired the Dung GateDung GateDung GateDung Gate. He rebuilt it and set its 

doors, its bolts, and its bars. 15 And Shallum the son of  Col-
hozeh, ruler of  the district of  Mizpah, repaired the FountainFountainFountainFountain    

GateGateGateGate. He rebuilt it and covered it and set its doors, its bolts, and 
its bars. And he built the wall of  the Pool of  Shelah of  the king's 

garden, as far as the stairs that go down from the City of David.

(Map from ESV Study Bible)

 16 After him Nehemiah the son of  Azbuk, ruler of  half  the  
district of  Beth-zur, repaired to a point opposite the tombs of  
David, as far as the artificial pool, and as far as the house of  the 

mighty men. 17 After him the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of  
Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, ruler of  half  the district of  Keilah, 
repaired for his district. 
18 After him their brothers repaired: Bavvai the son of  Henadad, 
ruler of  half  the district of  Keilah. 
19 Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, ruler of  Mizpah, repaired 

another section opposite the ascent to the armory at the  

buttress. 20 After him Baruch the son of  Zabbai zealously 
repaired another section from the buttress to the door of  the  

house of  Eliashib the high priest. 21 After him Meremoth the son 
of  Uriah, son of  Hakkoz repaired another section from the door  

of  the house of  Eliashib to the end of  the house of  Eliashib. 22 

After him the priests, the men of  the 

surrounding area, repaired. 23 After  
them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired 

opposite their house. After them Azariah 
the son of  Maaseiah, son of  Ananiah 

repaired beside his own house. 24 After  
him Binnui the son of  Henadad repaired 
another section, from the house of  

Azariah to the buttress to the buttress to the buttress to the buttress 25    and to theand to theand to theand to the    

cornecornecornecorner. Palal the son of  Uzai repaired 
opposite the buttress and the tower 
projecting from the upper house of  the 

king at the court of  the guard. After him 

Pedaiah the son of  Parosh 26 and the  
temple servants living on Ophel 
repaired to a point opposite the WaterWaterWaterWater    
GateGateGateGate on the east and the projecting 

tower. 27 After him the Tekoites repaired another section 

opposite the great projecting tower as far as the wall of  Ophel. 
28 Above the Horse GateHorse GateHorse GateHorse Gate the priests repaired, each one  

opposite his own house. 29 After them Zadok the son of  Immer 

repaired opposite his own house. After him Shemaiah the son of  
Shecaniah, the keeper of  the East Gate,East Gate,East Gate,East Gate, repaired. 
30 After him Hananiah the son of  Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth 

son of  Zalaph repaired another section. After him Meshullam the 
son of  Berechiah repaired opposite his chamber. 
31 After him Malchijah, one of  the goldsmiths, repaired as far as  
the house of  the temple servants and of  the merchants, 
opposite the Muster GateMuster GateMuster GateMuster Gate, and to the upper chamber of  the 

corner.  32 And between the upper chamber of the corner and 

the Sheep GateSheep GateSheep GateSheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired. 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 2:18; 3:1-32
(Questions for later personal reflection)

8. Reviewing Nehemiah 3, what observations can you make concerning who was 
involved in building the wall and how they were organized?

9. Taking note of the italicized portions of the text, what other observations can 
you make? 

This passage is one of  a number of  “lists” in Ezra-Nehemiah 

and is probably not part of  Nehemiah's personal journal. 

These were likely official documents incorporated into the 

text.

Nehemiah's wall system apparently incorporated walls from 

previous ages. It was not strongly built, and it reflects 

Jerusalem’s diminutive size at the time. An ambitious project 

nonetheless, it was completed in only 52 days, providing 

Jerusalem with some measure of  protection from its 

enemies. There is ample archaeological evidence, both 

positive and negative, to show that only the Eastern Hill of  

Jerusalem was fortified at that time and that the eastern wall 

of  the city was built higher up the slope of  the Kidron Valley 

than the previous wall, so that the city was smaller than that 

of  Solomon.  

The precise line of  the walls followed by Nehemiah cannot be 

completely reconstructed. Regarding many of  the features 

mentioned, little is known. Excavations on the Ophel hill of  

Jerusalem have uncovered some remains of  Nehemiah’s wall 

system. Most evidence has been obliterated by later 

construction, especially by the Hasmoneans and Herod, or 

the destruction by the Romans, or is inaccessible due to the 

currently occupied city. 

Each section was denoted by specific public landmarks such 

as existing gates and other known structures, however, On 

the eastern side of  the city, Nehemiah had to build a new line 

of  wall, rather than simply repair the old one, because the 

pre-exilic wall was so badly destroyed here. The line of  the 

new wall is described in relation to a variety of  features of  

the city, most of  which can no longer be certainly located. 

Many of  The landmarks in the eastern wall were private 

homes. True, the city became smaller this way (some of  the 

old residential areas were now outside the city wall), but 

there were also fewer people living in the city, so there was 

no need for a big city. 

The work is sometimes “building” and sometimes 

“repairing,” suggesting that the parts of the walls were in 

various states of  dilapidation. “Build” is a generic word. The 

word “repair” in the original language means “to make firm, 

strong, or strengthen.” 

Nehemiah was able to accomplish this feat by assigning 

different sections of  the wall’s rebuilding to various groups 

such as families, people from specific settlements, 

craftsman's guilds and having them work on portions close 

to their homes, or employments. Seventy-five individuals are 

mentioned by name, as well as numerous groups. A 

cooperative effort, everyone worked side by side and 

together with a few exceptions. 

“The rulers” mentioned were probably administrators of  

smaller districts within the Province of  Yehud – the current 

Provincial administration had been re-located at Mizpah – 

where the Persian Governor of  Beyond the River (which 

included everything west of  the Euprates including Syria and 

Samaria. Etc.) would reside when visiting Yehud.

Some notes from The ESV Study Bible and the Biblical 

Archaeological Review 



Neo-Babylonian    ]  [  . . . . . . . . . .  Persian . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Empire

(Archaemenid Dynasty)

(626-539 BC) (700-330 BC)Empire

Nebuchadnezzer
Destroyed Jerusalem in 587
and relocated the population
of Judah in a 70 year

His successors ruled until the

Exile

Fall of Babylon in 538

Cyrus II
The Great
(549-530 BC) Cambyses

(530-520 BC)

Darius I
The Great
(521-486 BC)

Xerxes I
Ahasuerus
(486-465 BC)

Artaxerxes I
(465-424 BC)

Fall of Media (549)
Fall of Lydia (539) Fall of Eygpt (525) Greece:

defeat at
Marathon (491)

defeats at
Thermopylae
& Salamis (480)

EZRA - NEMEMIAHEzra’s account of the Kingdom of Judah
and its fall and exile because of sin.

Two prophets that encouraged
the work of completing the Temple

The exiles remaining
are saved with

Queen Esther’s help

Two prophets ministering
to the exiles in Babylon/ Persian

Chronicles ends as Ezra begins.
Ezra & Nehemiah were one book
in the Hebrew Bible until divided when
the OT was translated into Greek.

Ezra used a variety of sources in his writings including several accounts of the Kingdom of Judah
Lists of returning exiles,  letters and documents to and fromPersian Kings, and material from Nehemiah’s Journal.

A prophetic voice when
Nehemiah was Governor

Cyrus commands in 538

see Ezra 1-6
and start

rebuilding of the Temple

1st Return

Joshua Zerubbabel Appointed Governor by Artaxerxes,
The Scholar - Priest Ezra led a

in  457   See Ezra 7-10
Ezra enforced Jewish law

  2nd Return

The Biblical Account of the Exile and Restoration of Judah

Appointedby Artaxerxes,
Nehemiah, his cupbearer,

in (445) Neh 1-12
and restored the population

He returned in 433 to
bring more reforms Neh 13.

Rebuilt Walls

Esther

Jeremiah

1 & 2 Chronicles

Ezekiel Daniel&

Haggai Zechariah&

Wept over Jerusalem and
was taken into exile in Eygpt

Malachi

Exile
God’s people
dispersed
throughout
Mesopotamia
and Eygpt.

Only remnants would return
Despite opposition, the 
Second Temple finished
during Darius’ reign (515)

Opponents to Nehemiah:
Sanballat the Horonite,

Tobiah the Ammonite
and Gershem the Arab

See http://www.eldrbarry.net/clas/restoration.pdf
for hot links to Wikipedia pages.
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Nehemiah Study Guide by Josh Reich, a young church planter starting a small church in Tucson 
AZ of Willow Creek  Community Church background  – did a recent 22 week sermon series – Groups 
Study guides on pages 34ff.

Class Notes on Sacred History: Nehemiah by JW McGarvey , 1894  - Rather Lengthy Study 
Questions

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0399513884/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0877845700/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0849955505/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=1615217282/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0849914604/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0830842128/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0849902150/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0802825273/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0310325862/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ISBN=0830833269/eldrbarrysstorytA/
http://www.growingchristians.org/rfgc/nehemiah/Nehemiah.pdf
http://www.padfield.com/downloads/otbooks.html
http://www.tucsonrevolution.com/mediafiles/nehemiah-study-guide.pdf
http://www.christianlibrary.org/authors/J_W_McGarvey/class2/cn2neh.htm

