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In anticipation of
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The following pages will have portions of 
The text of Nehemiah (English Standard Version - ESV)

along with some stimulating questions and background information
prepared by Barry McWilliams.

They are not intended for a detailed study of the texts,
but to introduce the texts in anticipation of

hearing the Word proclaimed at Ascension Presbyterian Church.

Following these pages are some additional materials, being prepared :

A Chart of the Historical Background of Ezra-Nehemiah which is hot linked to  numerous 
Wikipedia pages on the Kings, Kingdoms, books, etc.

A Diagram of the Themes of Ezra-Nehemiah:
God's good hand restores His Covenant People

A Bibliography of further reading, including popular studies, commentaries, and web study 
resources found on the internet, also hotlinked

This material is currently under preparation so pages will be added as they become available.



Nehemiah 1:1-11 (ESV) 

1 The words of Nehemiah the son of Hacaliah. 

Now it happened in the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, as I was in Susa the capital, 
2 that Hanani, one of my brothers, came with certain men from Judah. And I asked them 
concerning the Jews who escaped, who had survived the exile, and concerning Jerusalem. 3 

And they said to me, "The remnant there in the province who had survived the exile is in 
great trouble and shame. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates are destroyed 
by fire."

 4 As soon as I heard these words I sat down and wept and mourned for days, and I 
continued fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 

5 And I said, 
"O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 
6 let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now 
pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of 
the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have 
sinned. 
7 We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the 
statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses. 
8 Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, saying, 'If you are 
unfaithful, I will scatter you among the peoples, 
9 but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though your dispersed 
be under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place that I 
have chosen, to make my name dwell there.' 
10 They are your servants and your people, whom you have redeemed by your great power 
and by your strong hand. 
11 O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of your servant, and to the prayer of your 
servants who delight to fear your name, and give success to your servant today, and grant 
him mercy in the sight of this man." 

Now I was cupbearer to the king. 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 1:1-11
(Questions for later personal reflection)

1. How many insights can you get into Nehemiah and his character from this 
chapter?

2. What are the dimensions of the situation that has come to his attention? And 
how has it affected him? 

3. What has gone into this prayer he makes? Why does he address the Lord as 
“God of heaven”? In what ways is the word “servant” significant?

Background notes:Background notes:Background notes:Background notes: Vs. 1 Susa, the Capital of  Persia was 

located in Iran, about 160 miles East of  the Tigris River. As 

Cup bearer, Nehemiah had a trusted and influential access 

to the King and probably filled other offices as well.  

Vs.2 The Exile came about as the Babylonian King, 

Nebuchadnezzar, overwhelmed the little Kingdom of  Judah 

and in a series of  deportations between 597 and 586 B.C. 

carried off  its treasure, its leading citizens and crafts-

people, finally destroying Solomon's Temple and the city of  

Jerusalem. There was much destruction of  surrounding 

cities as well, many fled to Egypt and elsewhere, and only 

the “poor of  the land” were left. (II Kings 23). For seventy 

years, through a series of  Babylonian monarchs, they 

remained scattered, some given the tasks of  rebuilding 

cities in Mesopotamia. Life was not harsh, there was some 

continuity of  elders and prophets and priests, there was 

fertile land to farm. Some would rose to prominence like 

Daniel. With the fall of  the Neo-Babylonian empire to Cyrus 

II the Great of  Persia in 538 B.C. came the opportunity for 

a remnant to return. (2 Chronicles 36:22-23).

The first return permitted by Royal Edict was led by 

Sheshbazzar. 42,360 people and 7,337 servants made 

the journey back. (Ezra  2:64) Work was begun on 

rebuilding the Temple by Jeshua and Zerubbabel, but it 

would take 23 years, in the face of  significant opposition 

(Ezra 4:4-5ff), with the encouragement of  Haggai and 

Zechariah to complete that task. (Ezra 6:14). 

Between Ezra 6 and Ezra 7 is a gap of  about 60 years, of 

which we know little of  Jewish life.  Meanwhile Persian 

monarchs fought wars in Eygpt and the Greek city states. 

Esther became Xerxes' queen and providentially delivered 

many thousands of  Jews who had remained in Persian 

provinces from Haman's genocidal plot. 

Then Ezra, a scholar and priest, led a second return of  

about 1,500 men that was authorized by Artaxerxes I in 

458 B.C. (Ezra 7-8). He came to Jerusalem with the 

intention to teach and restore worship and Mosaic law. He 

arrived to find Jerusalem still remained mostly in ruins and 

Mosaic law neglected, while comfortable homes had been 

established, and there was much interaction and 

intermarriage with surrounding pagan peoples. (Ezra 9:1-

3). 

Nehemiah enters the story in 444 B.C. now 14 years later.

What we have is material from his personal Journal, which 

was originally included in the book of  Ezra.



Nehemiah 2:1-20 (ESV) 

1 In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I took up 
the wine and gave it to the king. Now I had not been sad in his presence. 

2 And the king said to me, "Why is your face sad, seeing you are not sick? This is nothing but sadness of 
the heart." Then I was very much afraid. 
3 I said to the king, "Let the king live forever! Why should not my face be sad, when the city, the place 
of my fathers' graves, lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 
4 Then the king said to me, "What are you requesting?" So I prayed to the God of heaven. 
5 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor in your sight, that 
you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers' graves, that I may rebuild it." 
6 And the king said to me (the queen sitting beside him), "How long will you be gone, and when will 
you return?" So it pleased the king to send me when I had given him a time. 
7 And I said to the king, "If it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province 
Beyond the River, that they may let me pass through until I come to Judah,  8 and a letter to Asaph, the 
keeper of the king's forest, that he may give me timber to make beams for the gates of the fortress of the 
temple, and for the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy." 

And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. 9 Then I came to the 
governors of the province Beyond the River and gave them the king's letters. Now the king had sent 
with me officers of the army and horsemen. 10 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah, the 
Ammonite servant, heard this, it displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of 
the people of Israel. 11 So I went to Jerusalem and was there three days. 

12 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men with me. And I told no one what my God had put into my 
heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal with me but the one on which I rode. 13 I went out by 
night by the Valley Gate to the Dragon Spring and to the Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of 
Jerusalem that were broken down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I went on to the 
Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool, but there was no room for the animal that was under me to pass. 
15 Then I went up in the night by the valley and inspected the wall, and I turned back and entered by the 
Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know where I had gone or what I was doing, 
and I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and the rest who were to do the 
work. 

17 Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in ruins with its gates burned. 
Come, let us build the wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer suffer derision." 
18 And I told them of the hand of my God that had been upon me for good, and also of the words that 
the king had spoken to me. And they said, "Let us rise up and build." So they strengthened their hands 
for the good work. 

19 But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite servant and Geshem the Arab heard of it, 
they jeered at us and despised us and said, "What is this thing that you are doing? Are you rebelling 
against the king?" 
20 Then I replied to them, "The God of heaven will make us prosper, and we his servants will arise and 
build, but you have no portion or right or claim in Jerusalem." 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 2:1-9
(Questions for later personal reflection)

4. What risks did Nehemiah take in making his requests from the King? How did 
he know when to summon the courage to make them?

5. What were his intentions, given these specific requests? What didn't he ask? 
Are there connections between his prayer in Chapter 1 and his requests of 
Artaxerxes in Chapter 2? 

Note: The month of  Nisan is four months after the month of  

Kislev (1:1) A sad face is a serious a liability in the 

presence of  the Persian King. Given that in Hebrew 

narrative little details are important, there is likely some 

significance in the mention in vs 6 of  Artaxerxes' queen, 

Damaspia being present. It would have been an intimate 

private occasion as Nehemiah, the cupbearer, was serving 

the wine. 

(Nehemiah 2:3, 5) Nehemiah refers to “the city where my 

fathers are buried.”  Compare the parenthesis in  Ezra 4:7-

23 where  we were told that previously in the days of  King 

Artaxerxes letters regarding Jerusalem, “a rebellious and 
wicked city”  were sent by Rehum, Governor of  the Trans-

Euphrates Satrapy  resulting in the stopping by force of  any 

repair work underway  “until I so order.”  

Ezra mentioned his shame in asking the King for protection 

on his journey  (Ezra 8:21-23); but Nehemiah doesn't see 

any problem in accepting what was offered to him. 

Nehemiah 1 & 2 is a model of  balancing the total 

sovereignty of  God with prayer as its proper response, and 

human responsibility with its counter part in wise and 

thoughtful activity.  

 Read Nehemiah 2:10-20
(Questions for later personal reflection)

6. What challenges was Nehemiah facing when he arrived at Jerusalem?
7. Why was he so secretive in surveying the needs of the city? How did he 

approach the city leaders?

Vs 11 – Apparently Nehemiah's journey to Jerusalem was 

uneventful - summarized in just four words – through his 

small party took several months as Susa is much farther 

East than Babylon.  His arrival and initial activity were 

equally low key, though there are valuable lessons in his 

approaches to the problem. Compare Ezra's journey 12 

years earlier which took four months. Ezra came with 1,500 

people and a lot of  treasure. Arriving with fanfare Ezra's 

contact with the leaders quickly took a discouraging turn. 

Ezra 8:32-9:3. 

Given the ruin of  Jerusalem, the government of  the 

province of  Yehud had been relocated in Mizpah in the days 

of  Jeremiah. The Assyrians had deported most the people 

of  the Northern Kingdom of  Israel, bringing in pagan 

peoples to replace them -- inter-marriage with the 

remaining Israelites had resulting in the Samaritans. Offers 

to help rebuilding the temple had been refused by 

Zerubbabel in Ezra 4:2-3, resulting in a long history of  

troubles. (Cf  Neh 2:20). Sanballat the Horonite was an 

official in Samaria. Several generations bearing that name 

appear –  papyri written by the Jews at Elephantine in Eygpt 

mention him and his sons regarding their temple there, and 

Josephus thought he had something to do with the 

Samaritan temple built on Mt Gerazin. Tobiah, an 

Ammonite, and Geshem  the Arabian are other enemies of  

Judah who will figure prominently in following chapters.  



Nehemiah 3:1-32 (ESV) 

And I told them of  the hand of  my God that had been upon me for good, and also of  the words that the king had spoken to me. 

And they said, "Let us rise up and build." So they strengthened their hands for the good work.  Nehemiah 2:18 (ESV) 

1 Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his brothers the 
priests, and they built the Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. Sheep Gate. They consecrated it and 

set its doors. They consecrated it as far as the Tower of  theTower of  theTower of  theTower of  the    

HundredHundredHundredHundred, as far as the Tower of  HananelTower of  HananelTower of  HananelTower of  Hananel. 2 And next to him the 
men of  Jericho built. And next to them Zaccur the son of  Imri 

built. 3 The sons of  Hassenaah built the Fish GateFish GateFish GateFish Gate. They laid its 

beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 
4 And next to them Meremoth the son of  Uriah, son of  Hakkoz 
repaired. And next to them Meshullam the son of  Berechiah, son 

of  Meshezabel repaired. And next to them Zadok the son of  
Baana repaired. 
5 And next to them the Tekoites repaired, but their nobles would 

not stoop to serve their Lord. 6 Joiada the son of  Paseah and 
Meshullam the son of  Besodeiah repaired the Gate of  YeshanahGate of  YeshanahGate of  YeshanahGate of  Yeshanah. 

They laid its beams and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars. 7 

And next to them repaired Melatiah the 
Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, 
the men of  Gibeon and of  Mizpah, the  
seat of  the governor of  the province  

Beyond the River. 8 Next to them Uzziel 
the son of  Harhaiah, goldsmiths, 

repaired. Next to him Hananiah, one of  
the perfumers, repaired, and they 

restored Jerusalem as far as the BroadBroadBroadBroad    
WallWallWallWall. 
9 Next to them Rephaiah the son of Hur, 

ruler of  half  the district of  Jerusalem, 

repaired. 10 Next to them Jedaiah the 
son of  Harumaph repaired opposite his  
house. And next to him Hattush the son 

of  Hashabneiah repaired. 11 Malchijah 
the son of  Harim and Hasshub the son 

of  Pahath-moab repaired another section and the Tower of  theTower of  theTower of  theTower of  the    

OvensOvensOvensOvens. 12 Next to him Shallum the son of  Hallohesh, ruler of  

half  the district of  Jerusalem, repaired, he and his daughters. 13 

Hanun and the inhabitants of  Zanoah repaired the Valley GateValley GateValley GateValley Gate. 

They rebuilt it and set its doors, its bolts, and its bars, and 
repaired a thousand cubits of  the wall, as far as the Dung GateDung GateDung GateDung Gate. 
14 Malchijah the son of  Rechab, ruler of  the district of  Beth-
haccherem, repaired the Dung GateDung GateDung GateDung Gate. He rebuilt it and set its 

doors, its bolts, and its bars. 15 And Shallum the son of  Col-
hozeh, ruler of  the district of  Mizpah, repaired the FountainFountainFountainFountain    

GateGateGateGate. He rebuilt it and covered it and set its doors, its bolts, and 
its bars. And he built the wall of  the Pool of  Shelah of  the king's 

garden, as far as the stairs that go down from the City of David.

(Map from ESV Study Bible)

 16 After him Nehemiah the son of  Azbuk, ruler of  half  the  
district of  Beth-zur, repaired to a point opposite the tombs of  
David, as far as the artificial pool, and as far as the house of  the 

mighty men. 17 After him the Levites repaired: Rehum the son of  
Bani. Next to him Hashabiah, ruler of  half  the district of  Keilah, 
repaired for his district. 
18 After him their brothers repaired: Bavvai the son of  Henadad, 
ruler of  half  the district of  Keilah. 
19 Next to him Ezer the son of Jeshua, ruler of  Mizpah, repaired 

another section opposite the ascent to the armory at the  

buttress. 20 After him Baruch the son of  Zabbai zealously 
repaired another section from the buttress to the door of  the  

house of  Eliashib the high priest. 21 After him Meremoth the son 
of  Uriah, son of  Hakkoz repaired another section from the door  

of  the house of  Eliashib to the end of  the house of  Eliashib. 22 

After him the priests, the men of  the 

surrounding area, repaired. 23 After  
them Benjamin and Hasshub repaired 

opposite their house. After them Azariah 
the son of  Maaseiah, son of  Ananiah 

repaired beside his own house. 24 After  
him Binnui the son of  Henadad repaired 
another section, from the house of  

Azariah to the buttress to the buttress to the buttress to the buttress 25    and to theand to theand to theand to the    

cornecornecornecorner. Palal the son of  Uzai repaired 
opposite the buttress and the tower 
projecting from the upper house of  the 

king at the court of  the guard. After him 

Pedaiah the son of  Parosh 26 and the  
temple servants living on Ophel 
repaired to a point opposite the WaterWaterWaterWater    
GateGateGateGate on the east and the projecting 

tower. 27 After him the Tekoites repaired another section 

opposite the great projecting tower as far as the wall of  Ophel. 
28 Above the Horse GateHorse GateHorse GateHorse Gate the priests repaired, each one  

opposite his own house. 29 After them Zadok the son of  Immer 

repaired opposite his own house. After him Shemaiah the son of  
Shecaniah, the keeper of  the East Gate,East Gate,East Gate,East Gate, repaired. 
30 After him Hananiah the son of  Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth 

son of  Zalaph repaired another section. After him Meshullam the 
son of  Berechiah repaired opposite his chamber. 
31 After him Malchijah, one of  the goldsmiths, repaired as far as  
the house of  the temple servants and of  the merchants, 
opposite the Muster GateMuster GateMuster GateMuster Gate, and to the upper chamber of  the 

corner.  32 And between the upper chamber of the corner and 

the Sheep GateSheep GateSheep GateSheep Gate the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired. 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 2:18; 3:1-32
(Questions for later personal reflection)

8. Reviewing Nehemiah 3, what observations can you make concerning who was 
involved in building the wall and how they were organized?

9. Taking note of the italicized portions of the text, what other observations can 
you make? 

This passage is one of  a number of  “lists” in Ezra-Nehemiah 

and is probably not part of  Nehemiah's personal journal. 

These were likely official documents incorporated into the 

text.

Nehemiah's wall system apparently incorporated walls from 

previous ages. It was not strongly built, and it reflects 

Jerusalem’s diminutive size at the time. An ambitious project 

nonetheless, it was completed in only 52 days, providing 

Jerusalem with some measure of  protection from its 

enemies. There is ample archaeological evidence, both 

positive and negative, to show that only the Eastern Hill of  

Jerusalem was fortified at that time and that the eastern wall 

of  the city was built higher up the slope of  the Kidron Valley 

than the previous wall, so that the city was smaller than that 

of  Solomon.  

The precise line of  the walls followed by Nehemiah cannot be 

completely reconstructed. Regarding many of  the features 

mentioned, little is known. Excavations on the Ophel hill of  

Jerusalem have uncovered some remains of  Nehemiah’s wall 

system. Most evidence has been obliterated by later 

construction, especially by the Hasmoneans and Herod, or 

the destruction by the Romans, or is inaccessible due to the 

currently occupied city. 

Each section was denoted by specific public landmarks such 

as existing gates and other known structures, however, On 

the eastern side of  the city, Nehemiah had to build a new line 

of  wall, rather than simply repair the old one, because the 

pre-exilic wall was so badly destroyed here. The line of  the 

new wall is described in relation to a variety of  features of  

the city, most of  which can no longer be certainly located. 

Many of  The landmarks in the eastern wall were private 

homes. True, the city became smaller this way (some of  the 

old residential areas were now outside the city wall), but 

there were also fewer people living in the city, so there was 

no need for a big city. 

The work is sometimes “building” and sometimes 

“repairing,” suggesting that the parts of the walls were in 

various states of  dilapidation. “Build” is a generic word. The 

word “repair” in the original language means “to make firm, 

strong, or strengthen.” 

Nehemiah was able to accomplish this feat by assigning 

different sections of  the wall’s rebuilding to various groups 

such as families, people from specific settlements, 

craftsman's guilds and having them work on portions close 

to their homes, or employments. Seventy-five individuals are 

mentioned by name, as well as numerous groups. A 

cooperative effort, everyone worked side by side and 

together with a few exceptions. 

“The rulers” mentioned were probably administrators of  

smaller districts within the Province of  Yehud – the current 

Provincial administration had been re-located at Mizpah – 

where the Persian Governor of  Beyond the River (which 

included everything west of  the Euprates including Syria and 

Samaria. Etc.) would reside when visiting Yehud.

Some notes from The ESV Study Bible and the Biblical 

Archaeological Review 



Nehemiah 4:1-23 (ESV) 

1 Now when Sanballat heard that we were building the wall, he was angry and greatly enraged, and he jeered at the Jews.  2 

And he said in the presence of  his brothers and of  the army of  Samaria, "What are these feeble Jews doing? Will they 

restore it for themselves? Will they sacrifice? Will they finish up in a day? Will they revive the stones out of  the heaps of  

rubbish, and burned ones at that?"  3 Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he said, "Yes, what they are building— if  a 

fox goes up on it he will break down their stone wall!" 

4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised. Turn back their taunt on their own heads and give them up to be plundered in a 

land where they are captives.  5 Do not cover their guilt, and let not their sin be blotted out from your sight, for they have 

provoked you to anger in the presence of  the builders. 

6 So we built the wall. And all the wall was joined together to half  its height, for the people had a mind to work. 

7 But when Sanballat and Tobiah and the Arabs and the Ammonites and the Ashdodites heard that the repairing of  the walls 

of  Jerusalem was going forward and that the breaches were beginning to be closed, they were very angry.  8 And they all 

plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and to cause confusion in it. 

9 And we prayed to our God and set a guard as a protection against them day and night.  10 In Judah it was said, "The 

strength of  those who bear the burdens is failing. There is too much rubble. By ourselves we will not be able to rebuild the 

wall." 

11 And our enemies said, "They will not know or see till we come among them and kill them and stop the work." 
12 At that time the Jews who lived near them came from all directions and said to us ten times, "You must return to us." 
13 So in the lowest parts of  the space behind the wall, in open places, I stationed the people by their clans, with their 

swords, their spears, and their bows.  14 And I looked and arose and said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest 

of  the people, "Do not be afraid of  them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your brothers, your 

sons, your daughters, your wives, and your homes." 

15 When our enemies heard that it was known to us and that God had frustrated their plan, we all returned to the wall, each 

to his work. 16 From that day on, half  of  my servants worked on construction, and half  held the spears, shields, bows, and 

coats of  mail. And the leaders stood behind the whole house of  Judah, 17 who were building on the wall. Those who carried 

burdens were loaded in such a way that each labored on the work with one hand and held his weapon with the other. 
18 And each of  the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was 

beside me.  

19 And I said to the nobles and to the officials and to the rest of  the people, "The work is great and widely spread, and we 

are separated on the wall, far from one another.  20 In the place where you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. 

Our God will fight for us."  21 So we labored at the work, and half  of  them held the spears from the break of  dawn until the 

stars came out. 22 I also said to the people at that time, "Let every man and his servant pass the night within Jerusalem, 

that they may be a guard for us by night and may labor by day."  23 So neither I nor my brothers nor my servants nor the 

men of  the guard who followed me, none of  us took off  our clothes; each kept his weapon at his right hand. 



Nehemiah 5:1-19 (ESV) 

1 Now there arose a great outcry of  the people and of  their wives against their Jewish brothers. 2 For there were those who 

said, "With our sons and our daughters, we are many. So let us get grain, that we may eat and keep alive." 3 There were 

also those who said, "We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards, and our houses to get grain because of  the famine." 4 

And there were those who said, "We have borrowed money for the king's tax on our fields and our vineyards. 5 Now our 

flesh is as the flesh of  our brothers, our children are as their children. Yet we are forcing our sons and our daughters to be 

slaves, and some of  our daughters have already been enslaved, but it is not in our power to help it, for other men have our 

fields and our vineyards." 

6 I was very angry when I heard their outcry and these words. 

7 I took counsel with myself, and I brought charges against the nobles and the officials. I said to them, "You are exacting 

interest, each from his brother." And I held a great assembly against them  8 and said to them, "We, as far as we are able, 

have bought back our Jewish brothers who have been sold to the nations, but you even sell your brothers that they may be 

sold to us!" They were silent and could not find a word to say.  9 So I said, "The thing that you are doing is not good. Ought 

you not to walk in the fear of  our God to prevent the taunts of  the nations our enemies?  10 Moreover, I and my brothers 

and my servants are lending them money and grain. Let us abandon this exacting of  interest.  11 Return to them this very 

day their fields, their vineyards, their olive orchards, and their houses, and the percentage of  money, grain, wine, and oil 

that you have been exacting from them." 

12 Then they said, "We will restore these and require nothing from them. We will do as you say." And I called the priests and 

made them swear to do as they had promised. 13 I also shook out the fold of  my garment and said, "So may God shake out 

every man from his house and from his labor who does not keep this promise. So may he be shaken out and emptied." And 

all the assembly said "Amen" and praised the LORD. And the people did as they had promised. 

14 Moreover, from the time that I was appointed to be their governor in the land of  Judah, from the twentieth year to the 

thirty-second year of  Artaxerxes the king, twelve years, neither I nor my brothers ate the food allowance of  the governor. 
15 The former governors who were before me laid heavy burdens on the people and took from them for their daily ration 

forty shekels of  silver. Even their servants lorded it over the people. But I did not do so, because of  the fear of  God. 
16 I also persevered in the work on this wall, and we acquired no land, and all my servants were gathered there for the 

work. 17 Moreover, there were at my table 150 men, Jews and officials, besides those who came to us from the nations that 

were around us. 18 Now what was prepared at my expense for each day was one ox and six choice sheep and birds, and 

every ten days all kinds of  wine in abundance. Yet for all this I did not demand the food allowance of  the governor, because 

the service was too heavy on this people. 

19 Remember for my good, O my God, all that I have done for this people. 



Nehemiah is a book with insights for us into
 restoration, renewal, leadership, and God's faithfulness. 

Read Nehemiah 4:1-23
(Questions for later personal reflection)

10. What tactics were the opposition attempting to use to undermine the work on 
the wall? How did they respond when the work went on?
11. How does Nehemiah respond? What measures did he take to counter them?
12. Why are vs 6 and vs 14 – 15 key verses?

It is a literary pattern in Nehemiah's account, beginning in Chapter 2 that 

each step forwards in the narrative is marked by a reference to the 

opposition of  Sanballat and his colleagues. As the enemies hear of  
progress being made, they amplify their efforts to disrupt the work being 

undertaken. Then Nehemiah responds to their tactics and threats and 

encourages his people.  (note 2:10; 19; 4:1-3; 7-8; 15, and the further 

conflicts in chapter 6.)  There is a growing intensity in the struggle. The 

nature of  the opposition was intimidation. How much of  it was real and 

how much psychological  – aimed at discouraging and demoralizing the 
workers. Note Vs 15 – but they did not let down their guard.

It can be noted that the workers in Jerusalem felt very vulnerable and 

insecure. They were surrounded by a coalition of  foes – Sanballat and 
the Samaritan forces to the North, Geshem and the Arabs to the South, 

Tobiah and the Ammonites to the East and the Philistines of  Ashdod to 

the West.  At verse 6, they have reached the halfway mark. As the work 

progressed they were fatigued, doing double duty as watchmen, and 
dealing with a lot of  fear and uncertainty. Vss 11,12  And some of  the 

workers had homes and families  in the surrounding villages. 

Again we see Nehemiah's balance between trusting a Sovereign God and 
taking responsible measures as well. Vs 9; 14; 15; 20. 

Nehemiah's prayer in vss 4-5 has been compared to both the laments 

and the imprecatory psalms.  Harse, but God's will towards those 
opposing Him is clear. Nehemiah's prayers stand out, but it it is 

significant in vs. 9 that now “we prayed....” Corporate threats are met 

with corporate prayer!

Read Nehemiah 5:1-19
(Questions for later personal reflection)

13. Just when external threats are at their strongest, internal problems erupted as 
well. What were these and how did they come about?
14.  Whom did Nehemiah confront and what was his solution to the problem? 
What kind of personal example did he maintain? 
15. Does this passage speak to any modern social concerns and how?

 Social issues were a significant part of  Nehemiah's concerns. There 

were  tensions between those who remained in Judah, and those who 

returned and resettled in the days of  Zerubbabel, and those who came 
more recently with Ezra, along with the issues of  those who had inter-

married with the local pagan population. There were those who were 

wealthy and many who were poor. The book of  Nehemiah is a book about 

God renewing a city and a community.  In this situation the problem was 

an exploitation of  Jews by fellow Jews.  On top of  a famine and hunger 

were exploitative interest demands, foreclosed  mortgages and 
enslavement.  While so many were volunteering to help in the work, this 

issue could bring the entire project to a standstill at a moment when 

unity is so needed.  A similar crisis would threaten the early church in 

Acts 6:1ff. 

At the heart of  this chapter is Nehemiah and his character. His reaction 
to the great outcry of  the poor is anger (vs 6), but he responds with self  

counsel  (Vs 7) before confronting the officials responsible  - first face to 

face, and then in a public assembly (because it is a public matter). He 

follows the biblical pattern of  conflict resolution: Eph 4:25-32; Matt 

18:15-17. Internal problems usually go beyond the immediate matter 
and other emotional and relational issues erupt as well.

Mosaic law was being disregarded in this situation – Exo 22:25; Lev 

25:35-4. God's law is intended to help the needy and provide equity. 

Note that lending money is not condemned here (vs 10)– but excessive 

interest charges which were harming  not just individuals, but the whole 
community. 

Vs 9 sets an important principle – God's honor before the world  is at 

stake here. Nehemiah sets himself  up in contrast to his predecessors, 

in solidarity with his people. Despite having a large group of  officials to 

support (Vss 17-18 is interesting), he refused the allocation (vs 14), 
while devoting himself  to the work on the wall, working alongside the 

rest (4:21, 23), and avoiding any potential conflicts of  interest (vs 16).  



Nehemiah 6:1-19 (ESV) 

1 Now when Sanballat and Tobiah and Geshem the Arab and the rest of  our enemies heard that I had built the wall and that 

there was no breach left in it (although up to that time I had not set up the doors in the gates),  2 Sanballat and Geshem 

sent to me, saying, "Come and let us meet together at Hakkephirim in the plain of  Ono." But they intended to do me harm. 
3 And I sent messengers to them, saying, "I am doing a great work and I cannot come down. Why should the work stop 

while I leave it and come down to you?" 4 And they sent to me four times in this way, and I answered them in the same 

manner. 

5 In the same way Sanballat for the fifth time sent his servant to me with an open letter in his hand.  6 In it was written, "It is 

reported among the nations, and Geshem also says it, that you and the Jews intend to rebel; that is why you are building 

the wall. And according to these reports you wish to become their king.  7 And you have also set up prophets to proclaim 

concerning you in Jerusalem, 'There is a king in Judah.' And now the king will hear of these reports. So now come and let us 

take counsel together." 

8 Then I sent to him, saying, "No such things as you say have been done, for you are inventing them out of  your own mind." 
9 For they all wanted to frighten us, thinking, "Their hands will drop from the work, and it will not be done." But now, O God, 

strengthen my hands.  10 Now when I went into the house of  Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, son of  Mehetabel, who was 

confined to his home, he said, "Let us meet together in the house of  God, within the temple. Let us close the doors of  the 

temple, for they are coming to kill you. They are coming to kill you by night." 11 But I said, "Should such a man as I run 

away? And what man such as I could go into the temple and live? I will not go in."  12 And I understood and saw that God 

had not sent him, but he had pronounced the prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him.  13 For 

this purpose he was hired, that I should be afraid and act in this way and sin, and so they could give me a bad name in 

order to taunt me. 

14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, O my God, according to these things that they did, and also the prophetess Noadiah 

and the rest of  the prophets who wanted to make me afraid. 

15 So the wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of  the month Elul, in fifty-two days.  

16 And when all our enemies heard of  it, all the nations around us were afraid and fell greatly in their own esteem, for they 

perceived that this work had been accomplished with the help of  our God.  17 Moreover, in those days the nobles of  Judah 

sent many letters to Tobiah, and Tobiah's letters came to them.  18 For many in Judah were bound by oath to him, because 

he was the son-in-law of  Shecaniah the son of  Arah: and his son Jehohanan had taken the daughter of  Meshullam the son 

of  Berechiah as his wife. 19 Also they spoke of  his good deeds in my presence and reported my words to him. And Tobiah 

sent letters to make me afraid. 

Nehemiah 7:1-4 (ESV) Nehemiah 7:1-4 (ESV) Nehemiah 7:1-4 (ESV) Nehemiah 7:1-4 (ESV) 

1 Now when the wall had been built and I had set up the doors, and the gatekeepers, the singers, and the Levites had been 

appointed,  2 I gave my brother Hanani and Hananiah the governor of  the castle charge over Jerusalem, for he was a more 

faithful and God-fearing man than many.  3 And I said to them, "Let not the gates of  Jerusalem be opened until the sun is 

hot. And while they are still standing guard, let them shut and bar the doors. Appoint guards from among the inhabitants of  

Jerusalem, some at their guard posts and some in front of their own homes."  4 The city was wide and large, but the people 

within it were few, and no houses had been rebuilt. 



Nehemiah 8:1-18 (ESV) 

1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe to bring the 

Book of  the Law of  Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel.  2 So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 

both men and women and all who could understand what they heard, on the first day of  the seventh month.  3 And he read 

from it facing the square before the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of  the men and the women 

and those who could understand. And the ears of  all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 

4 And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, 

Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, 

Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand.  5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of  all the people, for he was above all 

the people, and as he opened it all the people stood.  6 And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God, and all the people 

answered, "Amen, Amen," lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the 

ground.  7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, 

Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places.  8 They read from 

the book, from the Law of  God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 
9

 And Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the 

people, "This day is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people wept as they heard the words of  

the Law.  10 Then he said to them, "Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone who has 

nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of  the LORD is your strength." 

11 So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved."  12 And all the people 

went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had understood the words 

that were declared to them.  13 On the second day the heads of  fathers' houses of  all the people, with the priests and the 

Levites, came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of  the Law. 

14 And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had commanded by Moses that the people of  Israel should dwell in 

booths during the feast of  the seventh month,  15 and that they should proclaim it and publish it in all their towns and in 

Jerusalem, "Go out to the hills and bring branches of  olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as 

it is written."  16 So the people went out and brought them and made booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their 

courts and in the courts of  the house of  God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of  

Ephraim.  17 And all the assembly of  those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths, for 

from the days of  Jeshua the son of  Nun to that day the people of  Israel had not done so. And there was very great 

rejoicing.  18 And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he read from the Book of  the Law of  God. They kept the 

feast seven days, and on the eighth day there was a solemn assembly, according to the rule. 



Nehemiah 9:1-38 (ESV) Nehemiah 9:1-38 (ESV) Nehemiah 9:1-38 (ESV) Nehemiah 9:1-38 (ESV) 

1 Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of  Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with 

earth on their heads.  2 And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and 

the iniquities of  their fathers.  3 And they stood up in their place and read from the Book of  the Law of  the LORD their God 

for a quarter of  the day; for another quarter of  it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their God. 

4 On the stairs of  the Levites stood Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and Chenani; and they cried 

with a loud voice to the LORD their God.  5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, 

Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, "Stand up and bless the LORD your God from everlasting to everlasting. Blessed be your 

glorious name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise.  6 "You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the 

heaven of  heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of  

them; and the host of  heaven worships you.  7 You are the LORD, the God who chose Abram and brought him out of  Ur of  

the Chaldeans and gave him the name Abraham.  8 You found his heart faithful before you, and made with him the covenant 

to give to his offspring the land of  the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite. And 

you have kept your promise, for you are righteous.  

9 "And you saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt and heard their cry at the Red Sea,  10 and performed signs and 

wonders against Pharaoh and all his servants and all the people of  his land, for you knew that they acted arrogantly 

against our fathers. And you made a name for yourself, as it is to this day.  11 And you divided the sea before them, so that 

they went through the midst of  the sea on dry land, and you cast their pursuers into the depths, as a stone into mighty 

waters.  12 By a pillar of  cloud you led them in the day, and by a pillar of  fire in the night to light for them the way in which 

they should go.  13 You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with them from heaven and gave them right rules and true 

laws, good statutes and commandments,  14 and you made known to them your holy Sabbath and commanded them 

commandments and statutes and a law by Moses your servant.  15 You gave them bread from heaven for their hunger and 

brought water for them out of  the rock for their thirst, and you told them to go in to possess the land that you had sworn to 

give them. 

16 "But they and our fathers acted presumptuously and stiffened their neck and did not obey your commandments. 
17 They refused to obey and were not mindful of  the wonders that you performed among them, but they stiffened their neck 

and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God ready to forgive, gracious and merciful, slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love, and did not forsake them.  18 Even when they had made for themselves a golden 

calf  and said, 'This is your God who brought you up out of  Egypt,' and had committed great blasphemies,  19 you in your 

great mercies did not forsake them in the wilderness. The pillar of  cloud to lead them in the way did not depart from them 

by day, nor the pillar of  fire by night to light for them the way by which they should go.  20 You gave your good Spirit to 

instruct them and did not withhold your manna from their mouth and gave them water for their thirst.  21 Forty years you 

sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not wear out and their feet did not swell. 

22 "And you gave them kingdoms and peoples and allotted to them every corner. So they took possession of  the land of  

Sihon king of  Heshbon and the land of  Og king of  Bashan.  23 You multiplied their children as the stars of  heaven, and you 

brought them into the land that you had told their fathers to enter and possess.  24 So the descendants went in and 

possessed the land, and you subdued before them the inhabitants of  the land, the Canaanites, and gave them into their 

hand, with their kings and the peoples of  the land, that they might do with them as they would.  25 And they captured 

fortified cities and a rich land, and took possession of  houses full of  all good things, cisterns already hewn, vineyards, olive 

orchards and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate and were filled and became fat and delighted themselves in your great 

goodness. 
26 "Nevertheless, they were disobedient and rebelled against you and cast your law behind their back and killed your 



prophets, who had warned them in order to turn them back to you, and they committed great blasphemies.  27 Therefore 

you gave them into the hand of  their enemies, who made them suffer. And in the time of their suffering they cried out to you 

and you heard them from heaven, and according to your great mercies you gave them saviors who saved them from the 

hand of  their enemies.  28 But after they had rest they did evil again before you, and you abandoned them to the hand of  

their enemies, so that they had dominion over them. Yet when they turned and cried to you, you heard from heaven, and 

many times you delivered them according to your mercies.  29 And you warned them in order to turn them back to your law. 

Yet they acted presumptuously and did not obey your commandments, but sinned against your rules, which if  a person 

does them, he shall live by them, and turned a stubborn shoulder and stiffened their neck and would not obey. 
30 Many years you bore with them and warned them by your Spirit through your prophets. Yet they would not give ear. 

Therefore you gave them into the hand of  the peoples of  the lands. 

31 Nevertheless, in your great mercies you did not make an end of them or forsake them, for you are a gracious and 

merciful God.  32 "Now, therefore, our God, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast 

love, let not all the hardship seem little to you that has come upon us, upon our kings, our princes, our priests, our 

prophets, our fathers, and all your people, since the time of  the kings of  Assyria until this day.  33 Yet you have been 

righteous in all that has come upon us, for you have dealt faithfully and we have acted wickedly. 

34 Our kings, our princes, our priests, and our fathers have not kept your law or paid attention to your commandments and 

your warnings that you gave them.  35 Even in their own kingdom, enjoying your great goodness that you gave them, and in 

the large and rich land that you set before them, they did not serve you or turn from their wicked works. 
36 Behold, we are slaves this day; in the land that you gave to our fathers to enjoy its fruit and its good gifts, behold, we are 

slaves.  37 And its rich yield goes to the kings whom you have set over us because of  our sins. They rule over our bodies 

and over our livestock as they please, and we are in great distress.  

38 "Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document are the names of  our princes, our 

Levites, and our priests." 

Nehemiah 10:1-27 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:1-27 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:1-27 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:1-27 (ESV) 

1 On the seals are the names of  Nehemiah the governor, the son of  Hacaliah, Zedekiah,  2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 
3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah,  4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch,  5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,  6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 
7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,  8 Maaziah, Bilgai, Shemaiah; these are the priests.  

9 And the Levites: Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of  the sons of  Henadad, Kadmiel;  10 and their brothers, Shebaniah, 

Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,  11 Mica, Rehob, Hashabiah,  12 Zaccur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,  13 Hodiah, Bani, Beninu.  

14 The chiefs of  the people: Parosh, Pahath-moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,  15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,  16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 

 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,  18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,  19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,  20 Magpiash,  Meshullam, Hezir,  
21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,  22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,  23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,  24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 
25 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,  27 Malluch, Harim, Baanah.  



Nehemiah 10:28-39 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:28-39 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:28-39 (ESV) Nehemiah 10:28-39 (ESV) 

28 The rest of  the people, the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple servants, and all who have 

separated themselves from the peoples of  the lands to the Law of  God, their wives, their sons, their daughters, all who 

have knowledge and understanding,  29 join with their brothers, their nobles, and enter into a curse and an oath to walk in 

God's Law that was given by Moses the servant of  God, and to observe and do all the commandments of  the LORD our 

Lord and his rules and his statutes. 

30 "We will not give our daughters to the peoples of  the land or take their daughters for our sons. 
31 And if  the peoples of  the land bring in goods or any grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from them on the 

Sabbath or on a holy day. And we will forego the crops of  the seventh year and the exaction of  every debt. 
32 "We also take on ourselves the obligation to give yearly a third part of  a shekel for the service of  the house of  our God: 
33 for the showbread, the regular grain offering, the regular burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the new moons, the appointed 

feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to make atonement for Israel, and for all the work of  the house of  our God. 
34 We, the priests, the Levites, and the people, have likewise cast lots for the wood offering, to bring it into the house of  our 

God, according to our fathers' houses, at times appointed, year by year, to burn on the altar of  the LORD our God, as it is 

written in the Law. 
35 We obligate ourselves to bring the firstfruits of  our ground and the firstfruits of  all fruit of  every tree, year by year, to the 

house of  the LORD; 
36 also to bring to the house of our God, to the priests who minister in the house of  our God, the firstborn of  our sons and 

of  our cattle, as it is written in the Law, and the firstborn of  our herds and of  our flocks; 
37 and to bring the first of  our dough, and our contributions, the fruit of  every tree, the wine and the oil, to the priests, to 

the chambers of  the house of  our God; and to bring to the Levites the tithes from our ground, for it is the Levites who 

collect the tithes in all our towns where we labor. 
38 And the priest, the son of  Aaron, shall be with the Levites when the Levites receive the tithes. And the Levites shall bring 

up the tithe of  the tithes to the house of  our God, to the chambers of  the storehouse. 
39 For the people of  Israel and the sons of  Levi shall bring the contribution of  grain, wine, and oil to the chambers, where 

the vessels of  the sanctuary are, as well as the priests who minister, and the gatekeepers and the singers. We will not 

neglect the house of  our God." 



Nehemiah 11:1-36 (ESV) 

1 Now the leaders of  the people lived in Jerusalem. And the rest of  the people cast lots to bring one out of  ten to live in 

Jerusalem the holy city, while nine out of  ten remained in the other towns. 2 And the people blessed all the men who willingly 

offered to live in Jerusalem.  3 These are the chiefs of  the province who lived in Jerusalem; but in the towns of  Judah 

everyone lived on his property in their towns: Israel, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and the descendants of  

Solomon's servants. 

4 And in Jerusalem lived certain of  the sons of  Judah and of  the sons of  Benjamin. Of  the sons of  Judah: Athaiah the son of  

Uzziah, son of  Zechariah, son of  Amariah, son of  Shephatiah, son of  Mahalalel, of the sons of Perez;  5 and Maaseiah the 

son of  Baruch, son of  Col-hozeh, son of  Hazaiah, son of  Adaiah, son of  Joiarib, son of  Zechariah, son of  the Shilonite. 
6 All the sons of Perez who lived in Jerusalem were 468 valiant men.  7 And these are the sons of  Benjamin: Sallu the son 

of  Meshullam, son of  Joed, son of  Pedaiah, son of  Kolaiah, son of  Maaseiah, son of  Ithiel, son of  Jeshaiah,  8 and his 

brothers, men of  valor, 928.  9 Joel the son of  Zichri was their overseer; and Judah the son of  Hassenuah was second over 

the city.  10 Of the priests: Jedaiah the son of  Joiarib, Jachin,  11 Seraiah the son of  Hilkiah, son of  Meshullam, son of Zadok, 

son of  Meraioth, son of  Ahitub, ruler of  the house of  God,  12 and their brothers who did the work of  the house, 822; and 

Adaiah the son of  Jeroham, son of  Pelaliah, son of  Amzi, son of  Zechariah, son of  Pashhur, son of  Malchijah,  13 and his 

brothers, heads of  fathers' houses, 242; and Amashsai, the son of  Azarel, son of  Ahzai, son of  Meshillemoth, son of  

Immer,  14 and their brothers, mighty men of  valor, 128; their overseer was Zabdiel the son of  Haggedolim. 
15 And of  the Levites: Shemaiah the son of  Hasshub, son of  Azrikam, son of  Hashabiah, son of  Bunni; 
16 and Shabbethai and Jozabad, of  the chiefs of  the Levites, who were over the outside work of  the house of  God; 
17 and Mattaniah the son of  Mica, son of  Zabdi, son of  Asaph, who was the leader of  the praise, who gave thanks, and 

Bakbukiah, the second among his brothers; and Abda the son of  Shammua, son of  Galal, son of  Jeduthun. 

18 All the Levites in the holy city were 284.  19 The gatekeepers, Akkub, Talmon and their brothers, who kept watch at the 

gates, were 172.  20 And the rest of  Israel, and of  the priests and the Levites, were in all the towns of  Judah, every one in 

his inheritance.  21 But the temple servants lived on Ophel; and Ziha and Gishpa were over the temple servants. 
22 The overseer of  the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi the son of  Bani, son of  Hashabiah, son of  Mattaniah, son of  Mica, of  

the sons of  Asaph, the singers, over the work of  the house of  God. 23 For there was a command from the king concerning 

them, and a fixed provision for the singers, as every day required.  24 And Pethahiah the son of  Meshezabel, of  the sons of  

Zerah the son of  Judah, was at the king's side in all matters concerning the people.  

25 And as for the villages, with their fields, some of  the people of  Judah lived in Kiriath-arba and its villages, and in Dibon 

and its villages, and in Jekabzeel and its villages,  26 and in Jeshua and in Moladah and Beth-pelet,  27 in Hazar-shual, in 

Beersheba and its villages,  28 in Ziklag, in Meconah and its villages,  29 in En-rimmon, in Zorah, in Jarmuth,  30 Zanoah, 

Adullam, and their villages, Lachish and its fields, and Azekah and its villages. So they encamped from Beersheba to the 

valley of  Hinnom.  31 The people of  Benjamin also lived from Geba onward, at Michmash, Aija, Bethel and its villages, 
32 Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah,  33 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,  34 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat,  35 Lod, and Ono, the valley of  

craftsmen.  36 And certain divisions of  the Levites in Judah were assigned to Benjamin. 



Nehemiah 12:1-26 (ESV) 

1 These are the priests and the Levites who came up with Zerubbabel the son of  Shealtiel, and Jeshua: Seraiah, Jeremiah, 

Ezra,  2 Amariah, Malluch, Hattush,  3 Shecaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,  4 Iddo, Ginnethoi, Abijah,  5 Mijamin, Maadiah, Bilgah, 
6 Shemaiah, Joiarib, Jedaiah,  7 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah. These were the chiefs of  the priests and of  their brothers in 

the days of  Jeshua.  8 And the Levites: Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel, Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who with his brothers was 

in charge of  the songs of  thanksgiving.  9 And Bakbukiah and Unni and their brothers stood opposite them in the service. 
10 And Jeshua was the father of  Joiakim, Joiakim the father of Eliashib, Eliashib the father of  Joiada,  11 Joiada the father of  

Jonathan, and Jonathan the father of  Jaddua.  

12 And in the days of  Joiakim were priests, heads of  fathers' houses: of  Seraiah, Meraiah; of  Jeremiah, Hananiah;  13 of  

Ezra, Meshullam; of  Amariah, Jehohanan;  14 of  Malluchi, Jonathan; of  Shebaniah, Joseph;  15 of  Harim, Adna; of  Meraioth, 

Helkai;  16 of  Iddo, Zechariah; of  Ginnethon, Meshullam;  17 of  Abijah, Zichri; of  Miniamin, of  Moadiah, Piltai;  18 of  Bilgah, 

Shammua; of  Shemaiah, Jehonathan;  19 of  Joiarib, Mattenai; of Jedaiah, Uzzi;  20 of  Sallai, Kallai; of  Amok, Eber;  21 of  

Hilkiah, Hashabiah; of  Jedaiah, Nethanel. 

22 In the days of Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua, the Levites were recorded as heads of  fathers' houses; so too were 

the priests in the reign of  Darius the Persian.  23 As for the sons of  Levi, their heads of  fathers' houses were written in the 

Book of  the Chronicles until the days of  Johanan the son of  Eliashib.  24 And the chiefs of  the Levites: Hashabiah, 

Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of  Kadmiel, with their brothers who stood opposite them, to praise and to give thanks, 

according to the commandment of  David the man of  God, watch by watch.  25 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, 

Talmon, and Akkub were gatekeepers standing guard at the storehouses of  the gates.  

26 These were in the days of  Joiakim the son of  Jeshua son of  Jozadak, and in the days of  Nehemiah the governor and of  

Ezra, the priest and scribe. 
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27 And at the dedication of  the wall of  Jerusalem they sought the Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the dedication with gladness, with thanksgivings and with singing, with cymbals, harps, and lyres. 28 And the sons 

of  the singers gathered together from the district surrounding Jerusalem and from the villages of  the Netophathites;  29 

also from Beth-gilgal and from the region of  Geba and Azmaveth, for the singers had built for themselves villages around 

Jerusalem.  30 And the priests and the Levites purified themselves, and they purified the people and the gates and the wall. 

31 Then I brought the leaders of  Judah up onto the wall and appointed two great choirs that gave thanks. One went to the 

south on the wall to the Dung Gate.  32 And after them went Hoshaiah and half  of  the leaders of  Judah,  33 and Azariah, 

Ezra, Meshullam,  34 Judah, Benjamin, Shemaiah, and Jeremiah,  35 and certain of  the priests' sons with trumpets: 

Zechariah the son of Jonathan, son of  Shemaiah, son of  Mattaniah, son of  Micaiah, son of  Zaccur, son of  Asaph; 
36 and his relatives, Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai, Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, with the musical instruments of  

David the man of  God. And Ezra the scribe went before them. 

37 At the Fountain Gate they went up straight before them by the stairs of  the city of  David, at the ascent of the wall, above 

the house of  David, to the Water Gate on the east.  38 The other choir of  those who gave thanks went to the north, and I 

followed them with half  of  the people, on the wall, above the Tower of  the Ovens, to the Broad Wall,  39 and above the Gate 

of  Ephraim, and by the Gate of  Yeshanah, and by the Fish Gate and the Tower of  Hananel and the Tower of  the Hundred, to 

the Sheep Gate; and they came to a halt at the Gate of  the Guard.  40 So both choirs of  those who gave thanks stood in the 

house of  God, and I and half  of  the officials with me;  41 and the priests Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Micaiah, Elioenai, 

Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets;  42 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan, Malchijah, Elam, and Ezer. 

And the singers sang with Jezrahiah as their leader. 

43 And they offered great sacrifices that day and rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with great joy; the women and 

children also rejoiced. And the joy of  Jerusalem was heard far away. 44 On that day men were appointed over the 

storerooms, the contributions, the firstfruits, and the tithes, to gather into them the portions required by the Law for the 

priests and for the Levites according to the fields of  the towns, for Judah rejoiced over the priests and the Levites who 

ministered.  45 And they performed the service of their God and the service of  purification, as did the singers and the 

gatekeepers, according to the command of  David and his son Solomon.  

46 For long ago in the days of  David and Asaph there were directors of the singers, and there were songs of  praise and 

thanksgiving to God.  47 And all Israel in the days of  Zerubbabel and in the days of  Nehemiah gave the daily portions for 

the singers and the gatekeepers; and they set apart that which was for the Levites; and the Levites set apart that which 

was for the sons of  Aaron. 

1 On that day they read from the Book of  Moses in the hearing of  the people. And in it was found written that no Ammonite 

or Moabite should ever enter the assembly of God, 2 for they did not meet the people of  Israel with bread and water, but 

hired Balaam against them to curse them—yet our God turned the curse into a blessing.  3 As soon as the people heard 

the law, they separated from Israel all those of  foreign descent.  
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4 Now before this, Eliashib the priest, who was appointed over the chambers of  the house of  our God, and who was related 

to Tobiah,  5 prepared for Tobiah a large chamber where they had previously put the grain offering, the frankincense, the 

vessels, and the tithes of  grain, wine, and oil, which were given by commandment to the Levites, singers, and gatekeepers, 

and the contributions for the priests.  

6 While this was taking place, I was not in Jerusalem, for in the thirty-second year of  Artaxerxes king of  Babylon I went to 

the king. And after some time I asked leave of  the king  7 and came to Jerusalem, and I then discovered the evil that 

Eliashib had done for Tobiah, preparing for him a chamber in the courts of  the house of God.  8 And I was very angry, and I 

threw all the household furniture of  Tobiah out of  the chamber.  9 Then I gave orders, and they cleansed the chambers, 

and I brought back there the vessels of  the house of  God, with the grain offering and the frankincense.  10 I also found out 

that the portions of  the Levites had not been given to them, so that the Levites and the singers, who did the work, had fled 

each to his field. 11 So I confronted the officials and said, "Why is the house of  God forsaken?" And I gathered them 

together and set them in their stations.  12 Then all Judah brought the tithe of  the grain, wine, and oil into the storehouses. 
13 And I appointed as treasurers over the storehouses Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah of  the Levites, 

and as their assistant Hanan the son of  Zaccur, son of  Mattaniah, for they were considered reliable, and their duty was to 

distribute to their brothers.  14 Remember me, O my God, concerning this, and do not wipe out my good deeds that I have 

done for the house of  my God and for his service. 

15 In those days I saw in Judah people treading winepresses on the Sabbath, and bringing in heaps of  grain and loading 

them on donkeys, and also wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of  loads, which they brought into Jerusalem on the Sabbath day. 

And I warned them on the day when they sold food.  16 Tyrians also, who lived in the city, brought in fish and all kinds of  

goods and sold them on the Sabbath to the people of  Judah, in Jerusalem itself!  17 Then I confronted the nobles of  Judah 

and said to them, "What is this evil thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath day?  18 Did not your fathers act in this 

way, and did not our God bring all this disaster on us and on this city? Now you are bringing more wrath on Israel by 

profaning the Sabbath."  19 As soon as it began to grow dark at the gates of  Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I commanded 

that the doors should be shut and gave orders that they should not be opened until after the Sabbath. And I stationed 

some of  my servants at the gates, that no load might be brought in on the Sabbath day.  20 Then the merchants and sellers 

of  all kinds of  wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice.  21 But I warned them and said to them, "Why do you lodge 

outside the wall? If  you do so again, I will lay hands on you." From that time on they did not come on the Sabbath. 

22 Then I commanded the Levites that they should purify themselves and come and guard the gates, to keep the Sabbath 

day holy. Remember this also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according to the greatness of  your steadfast love. 
23 In those days also I saw the Jews who had married women of  Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.  24 And half  of  their children 

spoke the language of  Ashdod, and they could not speak the language of  Judah, but the language of  each people.  25 And I 

confronted them and cursed them and beat some of  them and pulled out their hair. And I made them take oath in the name 

of  God, saying, "You shall not give your daughters to their sons, or take their daughters for your sons or for yourselves. 
26 Did not Solomon king of  Israel sin on account of  such women? Among the many nations there was no king like him, and 

he was beloved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women made even him to sin. 
27 Shall we then listen to you and do all this great evil and act treacherously against our God by marrying foreign women?" 
28 And one of  the sons of Jehoiada, the son of  Eliashib the high priest, was the son-in-law of  Sanballat the Horonite. 

Therefore I chased him from me.  29 Remember them, O my God, because they have desecrated the priesthood and the 

covenant of  the priesthood and the Levites.  30 Thus I cleansed them from everything foreign, and I established the duties 

of  the priests and Levites, each in his work;  31 and I provided for the wood offering at appointed times, and for the 

firstfruits.  Remember me, O my God, for good. 
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